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Business

NNPC boosts Nigeria's 
fiscal strength as profit 
climbs to N481bn

Tinubu deploys tactical rescue 
team, 1,000 forest guards  

From.left: Speaker of the Kwara State 
House of Assembly and  gubernatorial 
candidate of the All Progressives 
Congress(APC), Rt. Hon. ( Engr. ) Yakubu 
Danladi- Salihu, President Bola Ahmed 
Bola Tinubu and Kwara state Governor 
AbdulRahman AbdulRazaq after a 
meeting in Abuja  Photo: Speaker's Office 

Igbo need Nigerians, not 
Biafra agitation, Soludo 
tells South-east

Friendly: 
S/Eagles off 
to Poland
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Justice Peter Lifu of the Federal 
High Court in Abuja has fixed 
June 3 for hearing in a suit filed 
by Nafiu-Bala Gombe, seeking to 
stop David Mark and others from 
parading themselves as leaders of 
the African Democratic Congress 
(ADC).

The News Agency of Nigeria 

(NAN) reports that hearing notices 
have since been issued and served 
on lawyers to the parties in the suit.

One of the lawyers confirmed the 
development to NAN.

The case, filed by the aggrieved 
former National Deputy Chairman 
of ADC, was earlier before Justice 
Emeka Nwite of a sister court.

The matter was, however, 
reassigned to Justice Lifu, following 
Justice Nwite’s recent elevation to 
the Court of Appeal.

The National Judicial Council 
(NJC) at its 111th meeting on 
May 13, had recommended the 
appointment of 12 new justices 
of the Court of Appeal, including 

Justice Nwite, to President Bola 
Tinubu for approval.

Gombe, in the suit, is seeking 
an order restraining Sen. Mark, the 
embattled National Chairman of 
ADC; Ogbeni Rauf Aregbesola, the 
National Secretary, and members 
of their interim National Working 

By Bayo Agboola
Ibadan 

President Bola Tinubu has directed 
security agencies to deploy all 
necessary resources toward ensuring the safe return of the teachers and 

students abducted by gunmen at 
Ahoro Esiele captives.

This was disclosed Sunday by 
the Chief of Staff to the President, 
Hon Femi Gbajabiamila, when he 

led a high-level federal government 
delegation to Esiele and Yawota 
communities in Oriire local 
government area of Oyo state.

The visit is coming some 16 
days after the incident with cries 

and apprehension from Nigerians, 
residents and relation of the kidnap 
victims, persistently appealing to 
both the federal government and the 

Turn to page 8

By Umar Bayo Abdulwahab
Ilorin 

The Board of Trustees (BoT) of the 
Ilorin Central Juma’at Mosque has 
appealed for renewed financial support 
from stakeholders to sustain the upkeep 
and development of the historic 
religious edifice.

The trustees disclosed that the 
mosque requires approximately 
N5.5 million monthly for recurrent 
expenditure, amid inflationary 
pressures.

Its secretary, Alhaji Shehu 
AbdulGafar, raised the concerns over 
the increasing cost of maintaining 
the iconic edifice while presenting a 
progress report during the 2025/2026 
annual joint meeting of the Board of 

 Delegates NSA, IGP, Defence minister, Gbajabiamila, others to kidnap spot
 Makinde urges cooperation, APC kicks

ADC crisis: Court to hear Bala-Gombe’s 
suit against Mark, Aregbesola Wednesday

Turn to page 8Maintenance bills 
straining Ilorin 
Central Mosque, 
BoT cries out
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In the News

City      		  Condition     	            Temp./Humid.

Source: weather.com

Weather Forecast

Abuja 	             Cloudy	     		               30
					                  77

Enugu                      Light rain	      	              	              31
					                  76

Kano                       Mostly cloudy	  	              	              36
					                  51

Lagos                     Heavy thunderstorm      	              	              30
					                  80

Ibadan                   Heavy thunderstorm                     	              31
					                  76

Maiduguri             Partly sunny	     	              	              40
					                  37

Port Harcourt       Thundershower		                  	              29
					                  85

Sokoto                 Mostly cloudy		     	              38
					                  45

  The director general of the 
Energy Commission of Nigeria 
(ECN), Dr Mustapha Abdullahi, 
has congratulated President 
Bola Ahmed Tinubu on his 
third year in office, saying his 
administration has aggressively 
driven Nigeria’s renewable energy 
transition by scaling domestic solar 
manufacturing. In a statement, 
Sunday, Dr Abdullahi said President 
Tinubu’s vision is that no federal 
institution of higher learning in 
this country should remain energy-
insecure.			    6

 The Lagos state police command, 
weekend, dismissed as misleading 
a viral video circulating on social 
media that purportedly shows 
the recent arrest of Fulani men 
found with arms and ammunition 
in Ikorodu, Lagos state. In a 
statement issued by the command’s 
spokesperson, SP Adebisi Abimbola, 
the police clarified that the footage 
is an old video of an incident that 
occurred more than three years ago 
and does not reflect the current 
security situation in Ikorodu or any 
other part of the state.                  10

 The Borno state government has 
raised the alarm over an outbreak of 
cholera infecting more than 3,000 
people. So far, the outbreak has 
claimed 37 lives across seven local 
government areas of the state in 
May 2026. The executive secretary 
of the Borno State Contributory 
Healthcare Management Agency, 
Saleh Abba-Kaza, stated this in a 
public health alarm Saturday in 
Maiduguri.     		             11 

 The Minister of Finance and 
Coordinating Minister of the 
Economy, Taiwo Oyedele, has 
said the economic volatility that 
followed the removal of petrol 
subsidy and reforms in the foreign 
exchange market was unavoidable. 
Oyedele stated this in an interview 
with The African Report weekend. 
He said the reforms were necessary 
to address distortions created by 
years of fuel and foreign exchange 
subsidies.        		             20

Answer for ThursdayMay 2026
Q:Find the missing answer

ANSWER
Answer: A) Management

Explanation:
From the given hints,
MANAGEMENT satisfies.

Every son and daughter of Zaria, Kaduna state 
deserves more than promises etched on paper 
— they deserve progress they can see, touch, 
and live. For three remarkable years, that vision 
has walked the streets of Zaria under the steady, 
people-first leadership of Governor Senator Uba 
Sani. To declare “Zaria is forgotten” is not just 
inaccurate; it is to willfully close one’s eyes to a 
city that is being rebuilt, brick by brick, heart 
by heart.

Within the hallowed walls of Sir Kashim 
Ibrahim House, Kaduna’s seat of governance, 
the last three years have been defined by a 
relentless drive for renewal. Governor Uba 
Sani’s Rural and Urban Transformation Agenda 
has been more than a slogan. It is a covenant. 
It earned him the revered title “Apostle of 
Rural and Urban Transformation” — Limanin 
Karkara da Birane — and Zaria, the crown 
jewel of Northern heritage, stands as one of 
its grandest beneficiaries. This is governance 
that does not seek applause in headlines, but 
reverence in results.

For too long, Unguwar Magajiya bore the 
scars of neglect — roads that turned to rivers 
with every rainfall, paths that tested patience 
more than tires. Today, those stories belong to 
the past.  

The entire Unguwar Magajiya township 
road network has been reconstructed from 
foundation to asphalt, crowned with functional 
drainage that now channels floodwaters away 
from homes and businesses.  

But it did not stop there. Link roads 
radiating from Unguwar Magajiya through 
the historic corridors of Zaria City — Limanci 
down to Kasuwar Amarilu, stretching through 
Unfuwar Liman to Albatkawa — were graded, 
stabilised, and asphalted under the bold 
“Legacy Cities” programme. Zaria was not 
pushed to the margins. Zaria was placed at the 
center of the map, where it belongs. This is 
not continuity abandoned. This is continuity 
redefined.

A hospital is not just mortar and paint; 
it is hope made visible. At General Hospital 
Zaria, also known as Gambo Sawaba General 

Rejoinder: Facts over noise — Zaria 
is transforming under Uba Sani

Hospital, wards once worn by time have been 
rehabilitated, equipped with modern medical 
tools, and staffed with more doctors, nurses, 
and technicians to meet the needs of a growing 
population.  

Across Zaria local government area, primary 
health centres, the first line of defense for every 
mother and child, were transformed. Solar power 
now keeps vaccines cold through the night. 
Boreholes now bring clean water to waiting 
patients. Drug revolving funds now ensure 
shelves are stocked when emergencies strike. This 
is access. This is dignity. This is government that 
meets people where they are.

Zaria has always been a city of scholars, and 
the last three years have honoured that legacy. 
Public primary and secondary schools across the 
metropolis were renovated with new classrooms, 
modern furniture, and water + sanitation facilities 
under the World Bank-backed AGILE and 
IDEAS programmes. Children now learn in 
spaces that inspire, not depress.  

At KASU Zaria Campus, the state government 
reinforced infrastructure and students' welfare, 
ensuring our tertiary institutions remain engines 
of innovation. Beyond classrooms, National 
Assembly members complemented these efforts 
with constituency scholarships and ICT training 
hubs — planting seeds of knowledge that will 
outlive us all.

Zaria’s transformation extends beyond the 
obvious. Solar streetlights now glow along 
suburban roads, making nights safer. Rural 
electrification projects have brought power 
to communities long in darkness. Through 
KADSAP and IFAD, Zaria farmers received 
inputs, training, and market linkages — because 
an empowered farmer is a stronger economy. 

Water supply interventions are steadily easing the 
burden on households across the city. These are 
the quiet revolutions that change lives without 
making noise. 

Let it be said plainly: those peddling the 
“Zaria Left Behind” narrative are economical 
with the truth. Their urgency appears driven 
more by data bundles and the mechanics of social 
media engagement than by facts on the ground. 
Meanwhile, Governor Uba Sani has administered 
with fairness, balance, and an inclusive spirit 
that reminds every community: your vote 
matters beyond election day. “Consolidation 
and Continuity” was never abandoned. It was 
sharpened — refocused on the basics that matter 
most: roads our people ply, clinics that save lives, 
and schools that shape futures.

Is Zaria where it should be? Not yet — and 
honesty demands we say so. The ancient city 
still yearns for the revival of its industrial giants: 
Zarinject, the Ginnery, and other factories 
that once gave it economic muscle. The much-
touted “Zaria Water Project” under the previous 
El-Rufa’i administration remains, in the words 
of many citizens, “a sham rainbow rhetoric” — 
beautiful in promise, absent in delivery. Those are 
fights for tomorrow.

But to pretend that “nothing has been done” 
today is to insult the intelligence of every Zaria 
resident who now drives on smoother roads, 
whose children learn in better classrooms, 
and whose sick find care in revamped clinics. 
Exclusion? No. Zaria is not excluded. Zaria is 
moving. Zaria is rising.

Let the conversation evolve. Let us retire the 
tired lament of “we’ve been left behind” and 
embrace the urgent, optimistic call of “let’s do 
more, faster.” Zaria’s history is too grand for 
victimhood. Its future is too bright for cynicism. 

Under Uba Sani, a new vision at Sir Kashim 
Ibrahim Imam House continues to evolve, Zaria 
is not forgotten. It is being remembered, rebuilt, 
and repositioned for greatness. Shikenan!

Zubair Abdurra'uf Idris is a public affairs 
analyst and board member,  Nigeria Electricity 
Management Services Agency (NEMSA).



Amazing experience, my brother, 
count yourself lucky to have been in 
Al Shifa hospital. What amazes me 
most is the fact that despite the gravity 
of your sickness, you were able to 
note the details of staff and what went 
around you. Even in sickness, you were 
still with that razor-sharp brain. Kois.
Fatsuma Dada Mohammed 

You are a very strong man, Mr 
Hassan.
Shawkey Ibrahim (Nurse at Al Shifa 
Hospital, Makkah)

Quite touching. This has moved me 
to tears. Alhamdulillah that you have 
survived. It is Allah’s way of doing His 
KUN FA YAKUN, and I believe you 
are back for a purpose, Baba. May 
Allah grant you more shifa, long life 
and strength as well.
Hauwa A. Tijjani

Getting the chance to return from 
the other world’s gate is one of the 
rare things that usually happen to 
very few people, according to some 
scholars. Some said “it’s like being 
given a second chance or opportunity 
to live again” and change all that 
seemed wrong or not right. Be that 
as it may, this is another opportunity 
presented or handed to you to make 
amendments to what you perceived to 
be wrong in how you run your life in 
your little world.

May this rare chance of “returning 
from what I will call the point of 
no return” straighten your activities 
towards your creator, parents, etc, etc.

May this golden opportunity benefit 
you fid dunya wal alkhira.
Hamid Magaji

 
A good read filled with laughter….
Welcome back to the real world….
Survival is Evident….
Allah bless you for us…
You are Honourable in the sight of 

Allah…
Jazakhallahu Khair.

Abu Aliyu
 

Allahu Akbar! Congratulations, 
Malam Hassan. Keep on doing the 

3

When someone 
loves you, the 
way they talk 
about you is 

different. You 
feel safe and 
comfortable.

QUOTE,
UNQUOTE

How I returned from the gate of the other 
world (Parts 1, 2, 3 & 4): Readers’ comments (I)

—   Jess C. Scott

good work, Allah is with you.
You are a strong man who always 

says the truth. I have known you as 
my brother for a long time. If you 
could remember when you started 
“The Informant”, then your office 
was located at Hamdala Plaza. I 
was then working with Hamdala 
Communication Business Centre. 
“Allah Ya baka lafiya”. And those who 
assist in saving your life, both in cash 
and kind, may Allah reward them.
Mohammed Alkali Umar

Mashaa Allah! Alhamdulillah!
This is indeed a story worth telling 

the world, as the lessons embedded in 
it cannot be overemphasised.

Incidentally, and to buttress more 
facts, the comments made by the 
Pakistani doctor, Dr Imdad, saying 
“Allah brought you back because of 
the good things you are doing to your 
people, we see all the things”, further 
attest to the fact that your story is 
indeed one-of-a-kind, and therefore 
needs to be heard and re-echoed to the 
whole world.

This is simply because people who 
stood for Truth, Justice, Equity and 
Fairness in their entire life don’t depart 
this world just like that. Their life to 
the people is as important as their life 
itself.

I pray for Almighty Allah to 
continue to grant you good health, 
strong Iman (faith) and the strength 
to finish all your assignments before 
departing this world. Amin.

Best regards, sir!
Mohammed (Auwal) Gambo Yaro 

Alhamdulillah. We were so 
concerned over here. Allah ya kara 
lafiya malam
Sani Bello Hamza 

This is very touching and reminds 
us again of the importance of being a 
good person at all times, for goodness 
will always come back to those who 
practice it. May Allah SWT continue 
to bless you with complete shifa.
Farida Imam

“Welcome back OGA, good health 
and long life always”

Mohammed Ibrahim Jaji

Welcome back, and congratulations 
on picking up a new life despite the 
acute challenges.
Hassan Usman

Allah ya ƙara lafiya Sir.
This is a very powerful reminder 

of our frailty and mortality. Allah, in 
His infinite mercy, gives us many tests 
to strengthen our iman, and yours is 
certainly among the most difficult — 
to go to the very brink and return.

Our prayers are with you for long 
life, good health, and the continuation 
of your great works. Allah kuma Ya 
karɓi ibadunmu da addu’o’inmu, 
Ameen.

Welcome back, Sir.
HF Dauda MoiSoro

A touching tale of a good person 
surrounded by love, affection, and help 
in his hour of great need.

Congratulations. Now, as you 
yourself surmised, it would be good to 
use this second chance to re-examine 
yourself and redouble your effort to 
serve Almighty Allah (SWT) and his 
creatures as you have been doing.

I also congratulate you on your 
experience of the other world. Now 
you know for sure what a part of the 
other world looks like. I wish you good 
health and a long life.
Ezekiel Oloriegbe 

Allah is greatest and the greatest 
indeed! All one needs to earn His 
favour(s) is absolute loyalty and faith. 
Thanks to Him, you have those and 
more, the spirit to fight, fight and 
fight. I pray for your complete healing 
and longevity to continue your good 
works, Amin Ya Rabbi.
Aliyu Yahya

May God Almighty perfect His 
healing in your life permanently. 
Wishing you long life, sir. You’re 
indeed a man. A hearty congratulations 
to you, sir!
Patience Caxton

I have gone through the two parts of 
your write-up

The journey was a tough one to go 
through

Thankfully, it happened in Saudi 
Arabia, where their health care is 
advanced.

Thank God for your inner strength 
that saved you from the brink each 
time the doctors gave up.

Thank God for your family, friends, 
associates, and government officials 
who showed you so much love. You are 
indeed, Gimba the fighter.
Misan Udogie 

Allahu Akbar! I just read the two 
editions about your travails in the 
hospital. It was quite sorrowful going 
through the narrative.

Alhamdulillah that you have 
recovered. May it be the source of 
expiation and forgiveness from the 
Almighty Allah. May He continue 
to bless you with good health and 
strengthen your imani.
Lawan Yakubu 

Kai! I enjoyed this edition. You are a 
good narrator. Apart from the medical 
aspects, which are scary, I loved the 
Adamu Waziri, Mai Mala aspects, and 
then your classmates. Good people.

Continue to thank Allah for His 
favours.

Yes, Kois, I remember this word 
when I was doing my PhD in Sudan. 
They used it a lot.

My brother, congratulations, yours 
was a rare but blessed experience. Kois.
Fatsuma Dada Mohammed 

Faith is tested by Allah.
May Allah continue to heal and 

grant you shifa.
You’re truly a fighter; Allah is your 

strength.
Maryam Sani Salihu

May the almighty Allah grant you 
complete shifa and strengthen your 
Iman. Ameen Ya Allah
Zainab Lawal 

May Allah continue to strengthen 
you. May He grant you Shifa.
Abba Muhammad Tawfiq 

Business
News

 The Nigerian National Petroleum 
Company Limited recorded a 
remarkable surge in revenue and 
profitability in April 2026, reflecting 
improved crude oil production, 
stronger operational performance, and 
growing contributions to government 
finances. According to the company’s 
April 2026 operational and financial 
report released on Saturday, revenue 
climbed sharply to N4.97 trillion in 
April from N2.77 trillion in March, 
representing a month-on-month 
increase of approximately 79 percent.      

22

 Nigeria’s official foreign reserves 
recorded another week of growth, 
reinforcing confidence in the country’s 
external position amid improving 
foreign exchange market stability. 
According to data released by the 
Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN), the 
nation’s forex reserves increased by 
approximately $359.84 million week-
on-week to close at $49.34 billion as of 
May 26, 2026, compared with $48.98 
billion recorded at the end of the 
previous week.	        

22

 Transactions on the floor of 
Nigerian Exchange (NGX) ended 
the week on a positive note, gaining 
N431 billion ,supported by selective 
gains recorded across key major 
stocks. The benchmark NGX All-
Share Index (ASI) advanced by 673.10 
basis points week-on-week to close at 
250,385.47 points against 249712.37 
points recorded in the preceding week, 
while market capitalisation increased 
by approximately 0.27 per cent to 
N160.508 trillion from N160.077 
trillion reported a week ago as the year-
to-date return strengthened further 
to 60.90 per cent reflecting sustained, 
cautious, investor confidence in the 
domestic equities space.	        

23

 First three yeats of President Bola 
Ahmed Tinubu witnessed mixed 
performance, with economic indicators 
bouyed by reforms. But some key social 
indicators appear slow in responding to 
the reform introduced by the president.  
For instance, Nigeria’s Nominal GDP 
grew from approximately $363.85 
billion in 2023 to about $377.36 
billion by May 2026, while the Nigeria 
Exchange (NGX) surged from about 
N30 trillion in 2023 to N160 trillion 
by May 2026, an increase of over 633 
per cent during the period. 	        
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Economic recovery: Tinubu’s chest-beating stance 
President Bola Ahmed Tinubu made a chest-beating remark during 
the third anniversary of his presidency on May 29, 2026. 

The president noted that petrol subsidy withdrawal and foreign 
exchange reforms have saved Nigeria from economic collapse. He 
was right.

He made the assertive remark when 16 governors visited him to 
celebrate Sallah and the third anniversary of his presidency. 

Tinubu unilaterally withdrew petrol subsidy through a 
spontaneous statement that was not in the script of his inaugural 
speech on May 29, 2023. The president impetuously declared: 
“Fuel subsidy is gone”. 

That statement, which unceremoniously ended the treasury 
looting through dubious petrol subsidy claims, inadvertently 
triggered a calamitous spike in the pump price of petrol. 

The president also ordered the Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) 
to unify the exchange rate of the naira. The CBN had repeatedly 
ignored the advice of the World Bank to unify the exchange rate to 
curb forex round-tripping by banks.

The spike in the pump price of petrol triggered by the spontaneous 
removal of subsidy torched off spiraling inflation which depleted the 
purchasing power of the naira in consumers’ pockets and drastically 
reduced patronage of goods and services.

The effect of petrol subsidy withdrawal was so severe that it 
consolidated Nigeria’s World Bank infamous toga of “the world 
headquarters of poverty”. About 140 million Nigerians were pushed 
below poverty line.

The CBN worsened a bad situation by mismanaging the 
implementation of Tinubu’s directive on single exchange rate. The 
apex bank forced forex end-users to buy forex from banks which 
were already hoarding the forex allocated to them. The banks sold 
their allocation to bureau de change (BDC) operators and diverted 

forex end-users to them. 
The BDC operators who bought forex from banks at high 

premium hiked their exchange rate because of overwhelming 
demand. The naira depreciated massively.

The president’s chest-thumbing remarks on his third anniversary 
emanated from the fact that the economy is gradually recovering 
from the plague of subsidy withdrawal and foreign exchange 
reforms. Subsidy withdrawal, which is being hailed by the World 
Bank, IMF and even foreign direct and portfolio investors, has 
blocked the leakages that drained government’s revenue.

Before the withdrawal of petrol subsidy, the three tiers of 
government were sharing a maximum of N700 billion monthly. 
Now they share well over N2 trillion.

Before the withdrawal of petrol subsidy, state governments 
were borrowing from the federal government to pay salaries. Now 
they pay salaries regularly without raising loans. Additionally, 
state governments now embark upon ambitious infrastructure 
rehabilitation that is creating jobs and growing the economy. 

The federal government itself is probably the greatest beneficiary 
of the gains from the withdrawal of petrol subsidy and drastic foreign 
exchange reforms that hitherto inflicted painful consequences on 
Nigerians. 

The huge funds tumbling into the federation account has 
empowered the federal government to embark upon massive 
infrastructure rehabilitation that is attracting foreign direct and 
portfolio investors. The massive road construction embarked upon 
by the federal government, as a result of the increase in revenue 
generated by the withdrawal of petrol subsidy, has created thousands 
of jobs and is growing the economy tremendously. The radical 
foreign exchange reforms are equally yielding commendable returns. 

It has drastically reduced demand pressure on foreign reserves as 

fraudulent round-tripping of foreign exchange tumbles. That has 
resulted in remarkable improvement in the nation’s foreign reserves. 
For more than a decade, Nigeria’s foreign reserve had hovered 
around the jinxed figure of $33 billion. The reforms in foreign 
exchange management have raised it to $50 billion.

That precisely is why foreign direct and portfolio investors are 
scrambling back to Nigeria. With foreign reserve at a paltry $33 
billion, CBN could not allocate forex to foreign investors and 
foreign airlines operators to repatriate their ticket sales and proceeds 
of investment.

Billions of dollars in foreign investors’ proceeds of investment 
were tied down in Nigeria for years. The foreign investors responded 
to the trapping of their investment proceeds by fleeing the country 
in droves.

Now they are returning because CBN has cleared the backlog of 
their investment proceeds with the boom in reserves. 

The boom in the Nigerian Stock Exchange (NGX) is attributed 
to the development in the foreign reserves which now enables the 
CBN to empower foreign investors to promptly repatriate the 
proceeds of their investment.

Foreign portfolio investors sunk about $20 billion into the NGX 
in 2025. Consequently, NGX is one of the most profitable stock 
markets globally. 

On one frenzied day in May, 2026, market capitalisation of NGX 
rose by N5 trillion. It gained N60 trillion in the first five months 
of 2026.

Nigeria’s economy is growing impressively. Standards and Poor 
(S&P), a leading global rating firm, has raised Nigeria’s rating from 
B- to B.

Blueprint commends the president and his team for the bold 
steps taken to reform the economy.
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The Federal Housing Authority 
(FHA) hereby notifies the general 
public and all prospective bidders 
that the implementation of the 
Renewed Hope Housing Estate 
Project across 18 States advertised 
in 2024/2025 shall be carried out in 
phases.
Accordingly, the issuance of 
Notifications of Award for projects 
in selected States (see below) 
does not preclude or invalidate 
the procurement process for the 
remaining States, which shall be 
considered in subsequent phases 
of implementation.
Consequently, only the following 
underlisted states will be 
considered in Phase I of the 
implementation.

SELECTED 
S T A T E S 
(PHASE I)

S/N STATE LOCATION
1 ABIA UMUAHIA
2 AKWA-IBOM UYO
3 EKITI ADO-EKITI
4 KADUNA MILLENIUM 

C I T Y , 
KADUNA

5 KEBBI B I R N I N 
KEBBI

6 NIGER MINNA

For further clarification, please 
contact:
FRONT DESK
Procurement/General Duties
Federal Housing Authority, 
26 Julius Nyerere Crescent, 
Asokoro - Abuja.
Tel: 07039332572
All enquiries shall be entertained 
during working hours (from 8:00am 
to 5:00pm, Mondays to Fridays).

Signed:
Management

26, Julius Nyerere Crescent, Asokoro, PMB 101, Garki, Abuja
Tel: 09115418960, 08129620262, 08107383665 Email: info@fha.gov.ng  Website: www.fha.gov.ng

FEDERAL HOUSING AUTHORITY
PUBLIC NOTICE

FEDERAL COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE AND TECHNOLOGY (FCAT) 
NABANJE 

Katsina State- Nigeria
INVITATION FOR TENDER FOR YEAR 2026 TERTIARY EDUCATION TRUST 

FUND INTERVENTION PROJECTS
1.0   INTRODUCTION  
The Federal College of Agriculture and Technology (FCAT) Nabanje, 
Katsina State, in compliance with the requirements of the Public Procurement 
Act 2007 and other extant government regulations, the College intends to 
undertake the Procurement of Goods and Works for the implementation of YEAR 
2026 TERTIARY EDUCATION TRUST FUND INTERVENTION PROJECTS 
following the allocation of funds. Competent and experienced Contractors/Firms 
with relevant experiences and good track record of prompt delivery of similar 
projects are hereby invited to submit bids for the projects listed below.

2.0	 SCOPE OF WORKS 
A	 GOODS
Lot 1:	 Procurement of Library Equipment and Stationeries.
Lot 2:	 Procurement of ICT Equipment.
Lot 3:	 Procurement of Poultry Farm Equipment.
B	 WORKS
Lot 4:	 Construction of Perimeter Fencing for Farms.

3.0   ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS
a.Evidence of Certificate of Incorporation with the Corporate Affairs Commission 
(CAC) 

b.Evidence of Current Tax Clearance Certificate (TCC) for the last three (3) 
years (2023, 2024 & 2025) valid till 31st December, 2026.
c.Evidence of current Pension Compliance Certificate valid till 31st December, 
2026 
d.Evidence of current Industrial Training Fund (ITF) Compliance Certificate 
valid till 31st December 2026.
e.Evidence of Compliance with National Social Insurance Trust Fund (NSITF) 
valid till 31st December, 2026.
f.Evidence of Registration on the National Database of Federal Contractors, 
Consultants and Service providers by submission of Interim Registration Report 
(IRR) expiring on 31/12/2026 or valid Certificate issued by BPP
g.Sworn Affidavit:

i.disclosing whether or not any officer of the relevant committees of the 
Federal College of Agriculture and Technology (FCAT) Nabanje or the Bureau 
of Public Procurement is a former or present Director, shareholder or has any 
pecuniary interest in the bidder and to confirm that all information presented 
in its bid are true and correct in all particulars;
ii.that no Director has been convicted in any Country for any criminal offence 
relating to fraud or financial impropriety or criminal misrepresentation or 
falsification of facts relating to any matter;
iii.that the Company is not in receivership, the subject of any form of 
insolvency or bankruptcy proceedings or the subject of any form of winding 
up petition or proceedings;

iv.that the company does not have existing loan or financial liability with a 
bank, other financial institution or third party that is classified as doubtful, non-
performance, bad or whose repayment portion has been outstanding for the 
last four (4) months;  
h.Company’s Audited Accounts for the last three (3) years (2022, 2023 & 
2024) duly signed and sealed by relevant firm and the turnovers as reflected 
in financial statements must correspond with those in the Tax Clearance 
Certificate;
i.Reference Letter from a reputable Commercial Bank in Nigeria, indicating 
willingness to provide credit facility for the execution of the project when 
needed;
j.Company’s Profile with the Curriculum vitae of Key Staff to be deployed 
for the project, including copies of their Academic/Professional qualifications 
such as COREN, QSRBN, ARCON etc. (Lot 4 only);
k.Verifiable documentary evidence of at least three(3) similar jobs executed 
in the last five(5) years including Letters of Awards, and Job Completion 
Certificates of the projects;
l.List of Plants/Equipment with proof of Ownership/Lease Agreement (Lot 4 
only);
m.For Joint Venture/Partnership, Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 
should be provided (CAC, Tax Clearance Certificate, Pension Compliance 
Certificate, ITF Compliance Certificate, NSITF Compliance Certificate, IRR & 
Sworn Affidavit are compulsory for each JV partner); and
n.Note: All documents for submission must be transmitted with a covering/
forwarding letter under the Company/Firm`s Letter Head Paper bearing 

amongst others, the Registration Number (RC) as issued by the 
Corporate Affairs Commission (CAC), Contact Address, Telephone 
Number (preferably GSM No., and e-mail address.  The Letterhead 
Paper must bear the Names and Nationalities of the Directors of the 
Company at the bottom of the page, duly signed by the authorized 
officer of the firm.

4.0 COLLECTION OF BID DOCUMENTS:
The tender documents are to be collected from the Office of the Head of 
Procurement Unit between the working hours of 08:00am and 04:00pm 
daily upon the payment of non-refundable tender fee of N10,000.00 per 
Lot to the Federal College of Agriculture and Technology (FCAT) Nabanje 
through REMITA platform in any reputable Commercial Bank in Nigeria, 
and present the teller to the Bursary Department for receipt. (The GIFMIS 
Code for Tenders Fee should be indicated in the appropriate column while 
generating the RRR).

5.0 SUBMISSION OF TENDER DOCUMENTS:
Prospective bidders are to submit bid for the Lot desired, two (2) hard copies 
each of the technical and financial bids with softcopy of financial bid only 
in MS Excel format, packaged separately in sealed envelopes and clearly 
marked as “Technical Bid” or “Financial Bid”. Thereafter, put the two sealed 
envelopes together in a bigger sealed envelope addressed to the Rector, 
Federal College of Agriculture and Technology (FCAT) Nabanje, 
Katsina State- Nigeria and clearly marked with (the name of the project 
and lot number boldly written on top of the envelope). 

Furthermore, the reverse of each sealed envelope should have the name 
and address of the bidder and drop in the designated Tender Box at the 
Office of the Rector, Federal College of Agriculture and Technology 
(FCAT) Nabanje not later than 12:00 noon on Monday, 29th June, 2026. 
Please ensure you signed the bid submission register as the College will not 
be held liable for misplaced or wrongly submitted bids. 

6.0 OPENING OF BIDS:
The technical and financial bids will be opened immediately after the 
deadline for submission at the College Board Room, Federal College of 
Agriculture and Technology (FCAT) Nabanje by 12:00 noon on Monday, 
29th June, 2026 in the presence of bidders or their representatives, Civil 
Society Organizations and interested stakeholders invited to attend the 
public opening. 

7.0 IMPORTANT INFORMATION:
a.Bids must be in English Language and signed by an official authorized 
by the firm;
b.Bid submitted after the deadline for submission would be returned 
unopened.
c.Document shall be verified and violators shall be returned to 
investigating authorities 
d.The implementation of the advertised projects is subject to availability 
of fund. 
e.All cost will be borne by the bidders 
f.Delivery by courier will not be accepted;
g.Contractors with history of delay or abandonment of TETFund Projects 
need not apply for the project;
h.The Federal College of Agriculture and Technology (FCAT) Nabanje 
is not bond to pre-qualify any bidders and reserves the right to annul 
the procurement process at any time without incurring any liabilities in 
accordance with the Section 28 of the Public Procurement Act 2007.
i.This advertisement shall not be construed as a commitment on the part 
of the Federal College of Agriculture and Technology (FCAT) Nabanje 
nor shall it entitle tenderers to make any claims or seek any indemnity from 
Federal College of Agriculture and Technology (FCAT) Nabanje by 
virtue of their response to the Advertisement.

j.Failure to comply with the above requirements would automatically result 
in disqualification.

Signed:
RECTOR

FEDERAL UNIVERSITY DUTSIN-MA
P.M.B. 5001 DUTSIN-MA, KATSINA STATE

INVITATION TO TENDER FOR TECHNICAL AND FINANCIAL BIDS FOR YEAR 
2026 (TETFUND) ANNUAL INTERVENTION (PHYSICAL INFRASTRUCTURE) 

AND YEAR 2026 TETFUND PROJECT MAINTENANCE INTERVENTION
1.0 INTRODUCTION
The Tertiary Education Trust Fund (TETFund) allocated funds to Federal University Dutsin-Ma for Year 2026 (TETFund) Annual 
Intervention (Physical Infrastructure) and Year 2026 TETFund Project Maintenance Intervention. 
The Federal University Dutsin-Ma in compliance with the requirement of the Public Procurement Act 2007 and other extant 
Government Regulations wishes to undertake the implementation of the interventions and hereby invites interested, competent, 
eligible and reputable Contractors with relevant experience and good track record of prompt completion of similar projects to 
participate in the bidding for the execution of the projects listed in section 2.0 below:  

2.0 PROJECT
A: YEAR 2026 (TETFUND) ANNUAL INTERVENTION (PHYSICAL INFRASTRUCTURE)

B: YEAR 2026 TETFUND PROJECT MAINTENANCE INTERVENTION

3.0 ELIGIBILTY REQUIREMENTS  
3.1 Mandatory Requirements
Prospective bidders must possess the under-listed requirements to be eligible to participate in the procurements:- 

a. Certificate of Incorporation with Corporate Affairs Commission (CAC); 
b. Evidence of Company's Tax Clearance Certificates for the last three (3) years (2023, 2024 & 2025);
c. Evidence of Current Pension Clearance Certificate in compliance with the Amended PenCom Reform Act 2014 (Expiring on 

December 31, 2026);
d. Evidence of Registration on the National Database of Federal Contractors, Consultants and Service Providers by submission 

of Interim Registration Report (IRR) expiring on June 30, 2026 or valid Certificate issued by BPP;
e. Evidence of current Industrial Training Fund (ITF) Compliance Certificate (expiring on December 31, 2026);
f. Evidence of current National Social Insurance Trust Fund (NSITF) Compliance Certificate (expiring on December 31, 

2026);
g. Verifiable evidence of financial capability/Reference letter from a reputable Bank and State of accounts;
h. Current sworn affidavit disclosing: -  

i. That the company is not in receivership, insolvent or bankrupt.  
ii. That the company does not have any Director who has ever been convicted in any court in Nigeria or any other 

country for criminal offence in relation to fraud or financial impropriety 
iii. Whether or not any officer of Federal University Dutsin-Ma, Tertiary Education Trust Fund (TETFund) or Bureau of 

Public Procurement (BPP) is a former or present Director, Shareholder or has any pecuniary interest in the bidder. 
iv. That all documents submitted for the bidding are true and correct in all particulars.

3.2 Other Requirements
i. Verifiable documentary evidence of at least three (3) completed similar jobs in the last five (5) years (2021 – 2025) including 

Letter of Awards, Valuation Certificates and Job Completion Certificates serially arranged according to the years of 
execution. 

j. For Joint Venture/Partnership, Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) should be provided (All the eligibility requirements 
are compulsory for each JV partner).

k. List of key technical personnel indicating their roles, designation, qualification (endorsed copies) and years of experience. 
Copies of Professional and educational certificates should be provided.  

l. List of Plants/Equipment with proof of Ownership/Lease Agreement;
m. Detailed company profile and organizational structure including CV of key personnel (Technical personnel registered with 

respective professional bodies (ARCON/CORBON/COREN/QSRBN).
n. Provision of satisfactory Quality Assurance/Quality Control Manual.

4.0 COLLECTION AND SUBMISSION OF BID DOCUMENTS
Interested and competent bidders are requested to collect bid documents from the Directorate of Procurement, Federal 
University Dutsin-Ma, upon presentation of evidence of payment of non-refundable tender fee of Ten Thousand Naira 
(N10,000.00) in favor of Federal University Dutsin-Ma on the REMITA Platform through any Commercial Bank in Nigeria.
 
Prospective bidders shall enclose their Technical documents in a separate envelope (marked Technical) and the Financial Bid in 
another envelope (marked Financial) and the two separate envelopes shall be enclosed in one sealed outer envelope clearly marked 
“INVITATION TO TENDER”
Submissions should be addressed to:  

The Director of Procurement,
Federal University Dutsin-Ma,
P.M.B. 5001 Dutsin-Ma, Katsina State.

The completed and sealed bid documents should contain the bidder's name on the reverse side of the envelope and be deposited in 
Tender Box in the Directorate of Procurement between the hours of 8am-4pm Monday-Friday.  

5.0 CLOSING DATE & OPENING  
th

Submission of bid documents closes on 18  June, 2026 at 12:00 noon. Any bid received after the stated date and time shall not be 
thconsidered. The submitted bids will be opened on the same day, 18  June, 2026 at 12:00 noon at the Senate Chamber, Senate 

Building, Main Campus. Only technical bids will be opened on the above stated date and the prequalified bidders' financial 
tender documents/bids will be opened at a later date; while the financial bids of the unsuccessful bidders would be 
returned to them un-opened. Bureau of Public Procurement (BPP), Tertiary Education Trust Fund (TETFund), Anti-Corruption & 
Transparent Unit (ACTU), Bidders/Company Representatives and interested members of the public including relevant professional 
bodies, Certified Civil Society and Non-Governmental Organizations are hereby invited to witness the public opening of the technical 
bids.

6.0 PLEASE NOTE THAT; 
a. Certificates may be referred to the respective issuing authority for verification and authentication. 
b. Technical and Financial bids enclosed in one and same single envelope that will expose the Technical and Financial bid at the 

same time of opening shall be disqualified. 
c. Submissions that do not meet up with the requirements specified above shall be rejected.
d. All Technical and Financial bid documents MUST be accompanied with duly signed submission letter by the bidders on their 

detailed official letter head.
e. The Evaluation shall be strictly based on the requirements specified above. 
f. This advertisement is published for information purpose, and should not be construed as a commitment or obligation on the 

part of the University to award the contract.
g. The University is not bound to consider any bid and reserves the right to reject all bids at any time prior to the acceptance of 

a bid or cancel the procurement proceeding in the public interest.
h. Due diligence/Post Qualification exercise shall be conducted to verify all the claims made by bidders. 
i. All submissions must be made only in English Language. 
j. All amounts must be made only in the Nigerian Currency (Naira).    

7.0 ENQUIRIES
All enquiries on this advertisement are to be directed to:

Director of Procurement,
Federal University Dutsin-Ma,
P.M.B. 5001 Dutsin-Ma, Katsina State.
www.fudutsinma.edu.ng/procurement/advertisement

Please Note:
The execution of this project will depend on the release of funds by the Tertiary Education Trust Fund (TETFund). Federal University 
Dutsin-Ma will not be liable if there is any delay in raising funds and subsequent delays in payments.

Signed
Director of Procurement

For: Vice-Chancellor
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A medical expert, Dr Nosa Ehigie, 
Sunday warned that Lassa fever is 
frequently mistaken for malaria in its 
early stages, often leading to delayed 
diagnosis, treatment and increased 
health risks for patients.

Ehigie, the Medical Director of 
Owen Hospital, Benin, said this in an 
interview, Sunday.

He said the disease often begins with 
symptoms similar to malaria, including 
fever, weakness and general body 
discomfort.

He advised that any patient being 
treated for malaria or typhoid fever 
who fails to respond to medication 
should immediately be evaluated for 
possible Lassa fever.

He added that suspicion becomes 
stronger when persistent fever is 
accompanied by bleeding symptoms, 
underscoring the need for prompt 
medical evaluation, laboratory testing 
and timely intervention to reduce 
complications significantly.

“Lassa fever is a type of viral 

haemorrhagic disease.
“It is classified as an acute viral 

haemorrhagic fever, which means that 
while many cases are mild or completely 
asymptomatic, severe cases can damage 
blood vessels, cause organ failure and 
uncontrolled bleeding.

“The disease may progress to 
vomiting blood, coughing up blood or 
other forms of bleeding.

“Once such symptoms appear, there 
should be a high index of suspicion 
and the case should be reported 

immediately,” he said.
The medical director added that 

Lassa fever could be transmitted 
through contact with infected body 
fluids and secretions, adding that 
people who handle rodents with bare 
hands face a higher risk of exposure.

He identified the Irrua Specialist 
Teaching Hospital in Edo as a major 
centre for the diagnosis and treatment 
of the disease, adding that private 
hospitals should refer confirmed cases 
to designated facilities. (NAN)

By Taiye  Odewale
 Abuja 

Senator Elisha Abbo, who 
represented Adamawa North 
senatorial district in the 9th 
Senate, has emerged the Labour 
Party’s governorship candidate for 
Adamawa state ahead of the 2027 

general elections.
Abbo’s emergence as LP’s flag 

bearer followed official clearance 
by  the national leadership of 
the party after the screening and 
announcement as consensus 
candidate.

Speaking after securing the ticket, 
Abbo reaffirmed his commitment 

to providing purposeful leadership, 
economic revitalisation, youth 
empowerment and improved 
infrastructure across Adamawa 
state. 

He stated the need for inclusive 
governance that prioritises the 
welfare of citizens, job creation, 
education, healthcare and security.

Political observers view his 
emergence as a significant 
development in Adamawa’s political 
landscape, given his established 
political profile and influence 
within the state. 

His candidacy is expected to 
intensify political activities ahead 
of the 2027 elections as political 

parties and stakeholders position 
themselves for the contest.

With the party ticket secured, 
Abbo is expected to commence 
extensive consultations and 
grassroots mobilisation across the 
state’s 21 local government areas as 
he seeks to build support ahead of 
the governorship election.

Lassa fever often mistaken for malaria, medical expert warns 

3rd anniversary: Tinubu a reformer 
per excellence – ECN boss 

Oyo state Governor Seyi Makinde and the husband of the abducted school principal, Professor Wole Alamu in Ahoro Esiele 
Saturday  									                     Photo: Bayo Agboola Ibadan                                             

The Federal Airports Authority 
of Nigeria (FAAN), Lagos state 
government health officials, 
and Port Health Services have 
reinforced measures to prevent 
the importation and spread of 
Ebola Virus Disease (EVD) 
through the Murtala Muhammed 
Airport (MMA), Lagos, following 
a joint inspection of the airport’s 
preparedness facilities.

The inspection was conducted 
to assess the airport’s readiness 
to detect, monitor and respond 
to any potential Ebola threat, 
particularly in light of recent 
developments surrounding the 
outbreak in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo (DRC).

The exercise brought together 
key stakeholders from the health 
and aviation sectors, including 
the Lagos state Commissioner 
for Health, Akinola Abayomi; 
MMIA Airport Manager, 
Olatokunbo Arewa; General 
Manager, Aviation Medical, 
FAAN, Ibrahim Bilikisu; the 
permanent secretary, Lagos state 
Ministry of Health, Dayo Lajide; 
the special adviser to the governor 
on Health, Kemi Ogunyemi; and 
the State Epidemiologist, Ismail 
Abdus-Salam, among others.

Speaking during the inspection, 
Mr Abayomi commended FAAN 
and other stakeholders for their 
swift response to developments 
relating to the Ebola outbreak 
in the DRC and the proactive 
preventive measures already in 
place at the airport.

He stated the need for 
heightened vigilance and stricter 
surveillance, particularly in 
monitoring passengers arriving 
from high-risk countries.

In his remarks, the Airport 
Manager, Mr Arewa, assured the 
visiting delegation of FAAN’s 
commitment to sustaining all 
necessary preventive measures 
and adhering to established 
health regulations. (Premium 
Times)

Ebola: FAAN, 
Lagos step 
up Ebola 
surveillance 
at airport 

 By Paul Okah
 Abuja

The director general of the 
Energy Commission of Nigeria 
(ECN), Dr Mustapha Abdullahi, 
has congratulated President 
Bola Ahmed Tinubu on his 
third year in office, saying his 
administration has aggressively 
driven Nigeria’s renewable energy 
transition by scaling domestic solar 
manufacturing.

In a statement, Sunday, Dr 
Abdullahi said President Tinubu’s 
vision is that no federal institution 
of higher learning in this country 
should remain energy-insecure.

The statement read: 
‘’President Bola Ahmed Tinubu’s 
administration has aggressively 
driven Nigeria’s renewable energy 
transition by scaling domestic solar 

manufacturing and implementing 
the Renewed Hope Solarisation 
Project through the Energy 
Commission of Nigeria (ECN).

‘’Mr President Approved a massive 
financial interventions for off-grid 
power, at the cost of ₦220 billion 
National Public Sector Solarisation 
Initiative to deploy mini-grid 
solar power projects across federal 
universities and hospitals.

‘’This initiative prioritizes reliable, 
alternative power to cut the high 
costs of diesel and ease pressure 
on the national grid, leading to 
institutional solarization driven by 
the ECN with its  Renewed Hope 
Solarisation Project which has 
accelerated the deployment of hybrid 
systems across tertiary institutions 
and hospitals in Nigeria.

‘’The Federal Government’s 
vision is that no federal institution 

of higher learning in this country 
should remain energy-insecure. 
And that’s why we are on that path 
to delivering over a 100MW of 
alternative energy sources across 72 
Primary Health Care Centers and 
Tertiary Institutions.

‘’This has also given rise to 
Partnerships facilitated by the ECN, 
securing a landmark agreement 
with China’s LONGi, the world’s 
largest solar manufacturer to build 
a  solar panel production facility in 
Nigeria for all its benefits in terms 
of  manufacturing locally and export 
while creating jobs for the Nigerian 
citizens.

‘’This drive to energize the 
institutions will continue, state by 
state, institution by institution, until 
that vision is realised. The Renewed 
Hope Solarisation Initiative is not 
a project,  it is a programme, and 

By Oyibo Salihu
 Lokoja

Over 1000 residents of Agasa community 
in Okene local government area of Kogi 
state have benefitted from a free medical 
outreach organised and sponsored by  
Kogi state Commissioner for  Health, 
Dr. Abdulazeez Adams Adeiza.

The outreach, held at the Agasa 
Primary Healthcare Centre (PHC) 
Saturday was coordinated by the 
commissioner as part of efforts to 
strengthen healthcare delivery at the 
grassroots and demonstrate support for 
the leadership of President Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu, Governor Ahmed Usman 
Ododo, and former Governor Yahaya 
Bello.

Speaking at the event, Dr. Adeiza said 
the initiative was aimed at giving back to 
the people and expressing appreciation 
for their continued support of 
government policies and programmes.

He noted that the outreach 
reflects the commitment of the 
current administration to making 
quality healthcare accessible to rural 
communities across the state.

He said bringing healthcare 
closer to the people remains a key 
priority, particularly for underserved 
communities where access to medical 
services is often limited.

The programme attracted a large team 
of healthcare professionals, including 
23 doctors from various specialties, 30 
nurses and midwives, eight community 
health workers, five pharmacists, seven 
pharmacy technicians, three laboratory 
scientists, one optometrist, four hospital 
attendants, 20 support staff, 12 drivers, 
and several other medical personnel 
from hospitals and health institutions 
across Kogi state.

Beneficiaries received medications, 
medical supplies, eyeglasses, and other 
healthcare consumables at no cost.

Patients diagnosed with conditions 
requiring surgical intervention were 
referred to the Confluence University 
of Science and Technology Teaching 
Hospital (CUSTECH), Okene, 
where they would receive free surgical 
treatment.

1,000 residents 
benefit from 
free medical 
outreach in Kogi 

2027: Sen Abbo emerges Adamawa LP gov’ship candidate 
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the groundbreakings are milestones 
among many others.

‘’The Phase 1 of the program 
will deliver a complete system, 
intelligent energy infrastructure. 
The solar photovoltaic array will 
be paired with a battery energy 
storage system for power continuity 
beyond daylight hours. It will be 
installed in decentralised clusters 
and not a single large installation 
to improve resilience and ease 
management.’’ 
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Proffessor Dantani Ibrahim Wushishi is an astute academic, a 
sailor and an administrator who was born in Wushishi Local 
Government Area of Niger State on 5th April, 1965.

He attended the Central Primary School Wushishi between 
1973 to 1979 before proceeding to Government Science 
College Izom for his Secondary Education between 1979 to 
1984.

His quest for higher education took him to Niger State College 
of Education where he obtained the Nigeria Certificate in 
Education (NCE) in 1987. He was at the Nigerian Navy Ship 
(NNS) Akaso, Borikiri, Port-Harcourt in 1988 for the Naval 
Training Certificate.

He obtained his First and Masters Degrees as well as Ph.D 
in Science Education with bias in Chemistry from the 
UsmanuDanfodiyo University, Sokoto in 1998, 2001 and 2005 
respectively.

Professor Wushishi was a lecturer in the same University 
between April 2004 to August 2008 before he transferred 
his services to the Federal University of Technology, Minna in 
August 2008.

He was appointed an Associate Professor in 2014; Head of 
Department, Department of Science Education between 
2013 to 2014; and Head of Department, Department of 
Science Education, Ibrahim BadamasiBabangida University, 
Lapai (IBBUL) between 2015 and 2017 while on Sabbatical.

Until his appointment as Registrar/Chief Executive of NECO 
on 12th July, 2021, he was a Professor of Science Education 
(Chemistry) at the Federal University of Technology, Minna.

Professor Wushishi has many scholarly publications to his 
credit.
•He has published more than 70 journal articles
•Served in more than 30 University boards and committees as 
either Chairman or member
•Sub-Dean, School of Science and Science Education, FUT, Minna
•Vice-Chairperson, ASUU FUT Minna
•Visiting Professor, Ibrahim BadamasiBabangida University, 
Lapai (IBBUL) 
•External Examiner to many Universities such as University of 
South Africa
•Patron of Many Students’ Associations
•Received more than 47 Awards from different reputable 
institutions and organisations in Nigeria and abroad.

Professor Dantani Ibrahim Wushishi is an erudite scholar and 
a seasoned administrator. His eloquence and logic in any 
discourse holds his listeners spell bound. Though, a good 
listener but not given to unnecessary rhetorics, as he believes 
in the sanctity of facts. These qualities have distinguished 
as well endeared him to all his admirers within and outside 
NECO.

Poised to make NECO an internationally acclaimed 
Examination Body that others will look on to, Professor 
Wushishi has hit the ground running by initiating series of 
reforms in line with President Bola Ahmed Tinubu’s Renewed 
Hope Agenda aimed at actualizing the lofty goals.

Professor Wushishi a pragmatic and an accomplished 
administrator will continue to contribute his quota towards 
the development of the nation’s educational system.

Professor Wushishi is happily married and blessed with 
children.

INNOVATIONS INTRODUCED BY PROFESSOR DANTANI 
IBRAHIM WUSHISHI FROM JULY 2021 TILL DATE

- Institution of reward system for staff who distinguish 
themselves in the discharge of their responsibilities in 2021.
 - Development of an ICT software to enhance and ensure 
fairness in posting of staff for assignments, this has brought 
about relative calm and peace in the Council, as there is nothing 
like favoritism in posting for assignment any longer in 2021. 
- Acquisition of 70 fleet of Utility vehicles for Councils Operation 
in 2021
- Provision of e-library to enhance access to information and 
data on educational assessment with a view to enhancing job 
efficiency in Test Development, Quality Assurance and curbing 
examination malpractice and other infractions associated with 
public examinations in 2022.
- Introduced the use of stanine software in determining 
Grade Boundaries for BECE, SSCE Internal and SSCE External 
examinations which is an innovation in the history of NECO. 
This brings to rest the use of manual method in determining 
grade boundaries in 2022.
- Resuscitation of Staff training workshops in the Council.
- NECO Staff School, which hitherto operates only at the Junior 
Secondary School level, has been up-graded and now run classes 
at the Senior Secondary School level with effect from 2021.
- Provision of well-equipped Statistics and Data Analysis Studio 
in the Department of Psychometrics in 2022.
- Procurement of Complete set of all-in-one computer system 
for all the 36 States, FCT and Zonal Offices in 2022, first of its 
kind in NECO history.
- Provision of power generators for all the 36 States, FCT and 
Zonal Offices in 2022, first of its kind in NECO history.
- Procurement of photocopying machines for all the 36 States, 
Zonal Office, FCT and Two NECO Office in Malabo, Republic of 
Guinea and Togo to service other three (3) countries writing 
NECO examinations in 2022, first of its kind in the Council.

- Purchase of e-Grenarydata base to access e-resources by 
subject officers of NECO in all knowledge based disciplines 
for easy development of examinations items for NECO 
examinations. This will serve the Headquarters, Niger State 
Office, ICT Department and the Staff School in 2022.

- An upgrade of the bandwidth of 20mph recently installed for 
internet services to 50 mph because it was found to be inadequate 
to service the staff effectively and efficiently in 2022.

- For the first time, the welfare package instituted by the 
Registrar/CE in 2021 for retiring staff has been implemented 
through payment of retirees of the year 2022 1st and 2nd 
quarters their welfare entitlements.
- Unveiling of NECO e-verify App for Result Verification/
Confirmation in 2023.

- Construction of Permanent State Offices in Lokoja, Kogi State, 
Katsina, Katsina State, Dutse, Jigawa State, Bauchi, Bauchi 
State, and in Dawakin Kudu, Kano State in 2023

- For close to twenty (20) years, the Council did not get 
appropriation from Government, until this year when we got 
appropriation to build seven (7) State Offices from Federal 
Government for capital projects. We have since commenced 
building three (3) states offices in Kogi, Gombe and Katsina 
States through our IGR.
- For the first time in the history of the Council, we have 
introduced Certificate Wallet in 2023 to protect against 
mutilation of Candidate’s certificates.

- Creation of three additional Departments - Test Development, 
Examination Operations and Registration Departments in 2023.
- Up-grade of two Divisions in the Office of the Registrar to 
Directorates-  Directorate of Information and Public Relations 
and Directorate of Legal Services in 2023.
- Change in nomenclature of state officers to State Co-
ordinators in 2023.
- Up-grade of Zonal offices to Directorate with appointment of 
Directors as Zonal Directors in 2023.
- Payment of item generation allowance for the first time in the 
history of the council in 2023.

- Accreditation of Nigeria International School Jeddah, Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia as an International NECO Examination Centre 
by the Minister of State for Education, Dr. Yusuf Tanko Sununu 
and NECO Registrar, Prof. Dantani Ibrahim Wushishi in March 
2024, which is first of its kind outside the shores of Africa.
- Digitalization of Recruitment of Examination Supervisors and 
Assistant Supervisors in 2024.

- Ground Breaking Foundation/Laying Ceremony of Seven (7) 
NECO State Offices in Lafia, Nasarawa State by the Minister of 
State for Education, Dr. Yusuf Tanko Sununu, on 5th July, 2024, 
first of its kind in NECO history.
- Unveiling of NECO Examiners’ Support App in September, 2024.

- Digitalization of the operations of the Human Resource 
Management Department in 2024.

- Acquisition of New Insight 1500c High volume scantron 
scanning machine for the ICT Department in 2025.
- Successful conduct of pilot Test of CBE of 2025 SSCE Internal 
preparatory to full migration to Computer Based Examination.

- NECO establishes New SSCE Centre in London, United 
Kingdom to expand access to education for Nigerians in the 
diaspora in 2025.

- Establishment of new SSCE and BECE centres in the Republic 
of Burkina Faso in October, 2025 to expand access for Nigerians 
in that Country in 2025.

- Procurement of Two Utility Buses for ease of Staff movement.
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Oyo state government to ensure  the 
safe release of the victims.

The bandits invaded the school 
May 15, during which they 
kidnapped the principal, several 
teachers and some students.

Days after, one of the victims, 
a teacher, identified as Michael 
Oyedokun, was seen killed in a 
disturbing viral video released by the 
kidnappers.  

…FG assures 
Leading a delegation of the 

federal government to the affected 
communities, Gbajabiamila 
stressed that President Tinubu 
remained deeply concerned about 
the abduction and had approved 
the recruitment of 1,000 forest 
guards in Oyo state and ordered the 
deployment of a specialised security 
team to intensify efforts to rescue the 
abducted pupils and teachers.

Addressing residents in both 
English and Yoruba, Gbajabiamila 
said the president’s decision to dispatch 
the nation’s top security leadership to 
the affected communities reflected 
his determination to deploy every 
available resource towards securing 
the victims’ release.

“Mr. President is deeply troubled 
by this incident. Whatever it takes, 
our children and teachers will be 
brought back home safely. He has 
issued all necessary directives and is 
providing every support required by 
our security agencies to achieve that 
objective.

“Your pain and anxiety are 
understood. By the grace of God, 

your children will return safely to 
your arms.

 “Mr. President also saw the appeals 
from some parents and community 
members urging caution in the rescue 
efforts. Let me assure you that the 
operation will be intelligence-led and 
carefully coordinated, deploying both 
kinetic and non-kinetic measures to 
secure the safe return of the victims,” 
Gbajabiamila was quoted as saying 
in a statement by the Special Adviser 
to the President on Information and 
Strategy, Bayo Onanuga.

The delegation was also at the 
palace of the Soun of Ogbomoso 
land, HRM Kabiyesi Ghandi Afolabi 
Olaoye to commiserate with him and 
his people.

The delegation also met with the 
wife of the deceased school teacher, 
Mrs. Mary Oyedokun and her two 
children.

Gbajabiamila, delivered President 
Tinubu’s condolences with a promise 
that the family will not suffer.

“The President is disturbed by 
what has happened and is committed 
to bringing the children and their 
teachers back safely. Every necessary 
support has been provided to the 
security agencies to achieve this 
objective,” he said.

Assuring community leaders, 
parents and residents that the federal 
government would not relent until 
the victims were reunited with their 
families, Gbajabiamila said the 
rescue operation would be guided 
by intelligence and executed with 
utmost caution to safeguard the lives 
of those in captivity.

On the appeals from community 

members in the area that security 
agencies should avoid actions that 
could endanger the hostages, the 
Chief of Staff  assured that  both 
military and non-military strategies 
were being carefully coordinated to 
ensure a successful outcome.

In the team were the National 
Security Adviser Nuhu Ribadu, 
Minister of Defence Christopher 
Musa, Inspector-General of Police 
Tunji Disu, Minister of Power Joseph 
Tegbe,  and Special Adviser to the 
President on Media and Public 
Communications, Sunday Dare.

…Enough of blame game - Makinde
Meanwhile, Oyo state Governor 

Seyi Makinde has cautioned against 
blame game over the abducted 
teachers and students.

Speaking weekend  during his visit 
to families of the abducted principal, 
teachers and students of 3 schools in 
Ahoro Esiele, Governor  Makinde 
said there was no basis for  trading 
blame between the state government, 
the federal government, local 
governments or any other institution. 

The governor pointed out that 
what should be the concern of all 
now is how to rescue the abducted 
people and to reunite them back to 
their families.

He stated that his administration 
would deploy every lawful means to 
secure their safe release and noted 
that the abductors are dangerous 
and unpredictable, hence making 
it impossible to disclose certain 
operational details to the public on 
the incident.

“This is not the time to trade 

blame between the state government, 
the federal government, local 
governments or any other institution. 
This is a time for unity. Let us come 
together with one purpose: to rescue 
our children and their teachers 
safely,” he said.

The governor added: “The people 
we are dealing with are dangerous 
and unpredictable. Because this is 
an ongoing security operation, there 
are certain details I cannot disclose. 
However, I want to assure you that 
every available resource is being 
deployed to secure the release of the 
victims. 

“Please believe in me. I have not 
been sleeping well myself. Together 
with the service commanders, we 
meet twice every day, in the morning 
and at night, sometimes until 10 or 
11 p.m.” 

…APC knocks Makinde
But the state chapter of the 

All Progressives Congress (APC) 
has condemned Governor Seyi 
Makinde’s comments on the security 
situation in the state.

The party was reacting to 
Makinde’s comment made Saturday 
during his acceptance speech as the 
presidential candidate of the Allied 
Peoples Movement (APM) in Ibadan 
Saturday.

The governor, at the event, 
lamented that there was little he 
could do to rescue kidnapped 
schoolchildren and other victims 
due to limited control over security 
agencies.

The party’s spokesman, Olawale 
Sadare, in a statement Sunday, 

described the governor’s remarks as 
“a height of cluelessness, insincerity 
and criminal ineptitude,”  adding  
that he cannot shirk responsibility 
for the security challenges facing the 
state.

It said: “Parochial leaders like 
Makinde pose a grave danger to 
the growth and development of the 
Nigerian society, and it is important 
for the electorate to avoid them in 
future elections.”

…Ex-defence spokesman, wife abducted
In another security- related 

development, a former Director 
of Defence Information, Rabe 
Abubakar, and his wife, were 
reportedly abducted by suspected 
bandits in Katsina state.

The couple were said to be on their 
way to Katsina Saturday when the 
hoodlums waylaid their vehicle in 
Matazu local government area and 
whisked them off.

Confirming the development, 
spokesperson of the Katsina State 
Police Command, Abubakar Aliyu, 
said the Police had  launched a 
manhunt to rescue the general and 
his wife.

 “The attack occurred at about 
11a.m. on Saturday when the 
assailants, armed with dangerous 
weapons, intercepted a red Peugeot 
406 saloon, carrying the general and 
his wife and traveling along the route.

“The driver, Abdullahi Sa’id, 
sustained a gunshot wound to his 
right arm during the attack, the 
general and his wife were abducted 
before security operatives arrived 
at the scene,” said the police image 
maker in the state.

According to him, the 
Commissioner of Police had 
visited the scene for an on-the-spot 
assessment and deployed additional 
tactical units and resources to support 
rescue efforts.

“Upon receiving the report, the 
Divisional Police Officer in Matazu, 
accompanied by operatives of the 
Village Community Response Unit 
(VCRU), swiftly mobilised to the 
scene.

“The team secured the area and 
evacuated the injured driver to a 
medical facility for treatment,” he 
added.

Aliyu said: “Efforts to rescue the 
General and his wife, and apprehend 
the perpetrators are ongoing, 
and further developments will be 
communicated as investigations 
progress.”

Tinubu deploys tactical rescue team, 1,000 forest guards 
From Cover page 

Committee (NWC) from parading 
themselves as the party’s leaders.

He had argued that the 
emergence of Mark, Aregbesola 
and other NWC members as party’s 
leaders breached the provisions of 
the party’s constitution and the 
Electoral Act.

Gombe had sued ADC, 
Mark, Aregbesola, Independent 
National Electoral Commission 
(INEC) and Ralph Nwosu as 1st 
to 5th defendants respectively 
in the suit marked: FHC/ABJ/
CS/1819/2025.

Nwosu was the former ADC 
National Chairman who stepped 
down for David Mark leadership of 
the party.

Justice Nwite had, on April 
14, adjourned the case sine die 
(indefinitely) following Gombe’s 
request to await the Supreme 
Court’s judgment in the appeal 
filed by Mark.

However, the Supreme Court, on 
April 30, set aside the order made 
by the Court of Appeal in Abuja 
ordering the maintenance of status 
quo ante bellum in the leadership 
dispute in ADC, on which INEC 
acted in derecognising the Mark-
led leadership of the party.

The apex court ordered the 
parties to return to the FHC for 
expeditious hearing of the case filed 
by Gombe, an aggrieved chieftain 
of the party.

NAN observes that INEC had, 
since, complied with the Supreme 
Court judgmemt by reversing the 
removal of Mark-led leadership 
from the commission’s official 

portal.
When the case came up on May 

8 before Justice Nwite following 
the Supreme Court order, Luka 
Haruna, SAN, who appeared for 
Gombe, sought the transfer of the 
case from Nwite to another judge.

Although no reason was given, 
Haruna said a letter had been 
written to the CJ to the effect.

But lawyers to the ADC, Mark, 
Aregbesola and Nwosu, disagreed 
with the application.

ADC’s counsel, Rilwan 
Okpanachi; Suleiman Usman, 
SAN, who appeared for Mark; 
Mohammed Sheriff, who 
represented Aregbesola; P. I. 
Oyewole, counsel for Chief Ralph 
Nwosu, and other lawyers in the 
case vehemently opposed Gombe’s 
request for the case transfer.

The lawyers, who said that 
Gombe’s letter had not been served 
on them, described Haruna’s 
application as “an ambush.”

They also considered the request 
as an attempt to frustrate the order 
of Appeal Court for accelerated 
hearing which was sustained by the 
Supreme Court.

The defence lawyers, who 
described Gombe’s application as 
‘forum shopping,” said the only 
good thing the application for the 
transfer of the matter had achieved 
was that the integrity of the court 
had been confirmed.

They said this was so because 
nothing tangible had happened 
since the last adjournment.

The lawyers said they maintained 
absolute confidence in the integrity, 
impartiality and sound judicial 

discretion of Justice Nwite’s court.
“The so-called letter in a normal 

view, is a fundamental breach 
of procedure, amounting in law 
to an illegality and not a mere 
irregularity,” they argued.

They said they would have 
insisted that the court should go on 
with the hearing but for a certified 
true copy (CTC) of the Supreme 
Court judgmemt which was yet to 
be obtained, in order for the trial 
court to be properly guided by it.

They, therefore, sought an 
indefinite adjournment to enable 
them furnish the judge with the 
CTC of the judgment and Justice 
Nwite adjourned the case sine die 
(indefinitely), pending when its 

CTC is obtained.
NAN reports that former Vice 

President Atiku Abubakar emerged 
as ADC presidential candidate 
on May 27 after defeating two 
other aspirants, including Rotimi 
Amaechi, former Minister of 
Transportation, at the party’s 
national convention.

Also, Dumebi Kachikwu, in a 
national convention conducted by 
another faction of ADC, emerged 
the presidential candidate of the 
party for the 2027 general election.

The 2023 presidential candidate 
of the party was adopted by 
factional members of the party as 
sole presidential candidate on May 
24. (NAN)

ADC crisis: Court to hear Bala-Gombe’s suit against Mark, Aregbesola Wednesday
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Maintenance bills straining Ilorin Central Mosque, BoT cries out

Trustees, Management Committee, 
Central Working Committee, and 
stakeholders, held in Ilorin over the 
weekend. 

He however commended the 
support of the Emir of Ilorin, Alhaji 
(Dr.) Ibrahim Sulu-Gambari and other 
prominent individuals, while noting 
that the mosque remains one of the 
most iconic religious structures in 
Nigeria.

He said among the major works 
completed during the year under 
review were the installation of 20 solar-
powered security lights, repainting of 
the mosque’s domes with golden finish, 
repair of solar panels, installation of a 
solar-powered pumping machine, and 
completion of utility works at the Idi-
Ape Old Mosque.

The ongoing projects include the 

renovation of fountains, restoration of 
internet facilities, and replacement of 
damaged internal speaker systems.

On the long-standing plan to replace 
the mosque’s main hall rug, the secretary 
disclosed that although N40 million had 
been donated and preserved since 2021, 
the current cost now exceeds N100 
million, leaving the project stalled due to 
insufficient funding.

He further revealed that the Mosque 
has no steady source of income 
or investment, making it heavily 
dependent on donations and periodic 
interventions.

“To address this, delegations were 
sent to Abuja and Lagos to seek support 
from prominent indigenes, yielding 
encouraging responses.

“Among proposed future projects is 
the development of a 250-bed student 
hostel at the University of Ilorin, for 
which a letter of intent has already been 

submitted.
“Despite these efforts, challenges 

such as epileptic power supply, 
electricity bills exceeding N1 million 
monthly, and diesel costs nearing 
N700,000 continue to strain the 
Mosque’s finances”.

Alhaji AbdulGafar, who 
acknowledged the monthly N5 
million support to the mosque from 
Alhaji Aliko Dangote, urged collective 
responsibility in preserving the mosque, 
warning that neglect could lead to 
deterioration.

“Ilorin Central Jum’aat Mosque 
belongs to all of us. We must maintain 
it for ourselves and for generations yet 
unborn,” he said.

The meeting ended with prayers 
and a renewed call for unity, sacrifice, 
and sustained contributions towards 
the preservation of one of Ilorin’s most 
cherished religious landmarks.

From Cover page 



THE FEDERAL UNIVERSITY OF PETROLEUM RESOURCES, 
P. M. B. 1221, EFFURUN, DELTA STATE, NIGERIA

INVITATION FOR PREQUALIFICATION 

4.0. SUBMISSION OF PRE-QUALIFICATION DOCUMENTS  

Interested firms are to submit two (2) bound copies of Prequalification 
Documents separated by dividers and arranged as indicated above. The 
document should be submitted in sealed envelopes and addressed to:

T he Vice Chancellor, 
F ederal University of Petroleum Resources, 
E ffurun, Delta State.

A ttention: Procurement Unit  and clearly marked with the name of the 
Project. 
 Furthermore, the reverse of each sealed envelope should have the name and 
Address of the bidder and drop in the designated Tender Box at the 
Procurement Unit, Federal University of Petroleum Resources, Effurun, Delta 
State not later than 12:00 noon on Thursday, 18th June, 2026.
 
5 .0  OPENING OF PRE-QUALIFICATION DOCUMENTS 

 Opening of Technical bids shall be conducted immediately after the 
submission deadline at 12:00 noon on Thursday, 18th June, 2026 at the Vice 
Chancellor's Conference Room. Bidders are to present at the opening of 
documents, which will be attended by officials of private sector professional 
organisations and CSOs in the areas of anti-corruption/transparency. 
 
6 .0. GENERAL INFORMATION 

 (a) The above listed requirements shall form part of the documents/bids 
evaluation criteria and non-compliance with any of the stated criteria 
shall result in automatic disqualification of the bidder 

  (b) All the documents must be arranged sequentially 
(c) All the bid page must be serially numbered and signed. 

 (d) The Federal University of Petroleum Resources, Effurun, Delta State 
reserves the right to verify the authenticity of any claims made on the 
tender documents submitted by the companies. 
 (e) document(s) submitted late shall be returned un-opened; 
 (f) Only pre-qualified bidders at technical evaluation will be invited at a 
later date for collection of tender documents. 
 (g) The University is not bound to pre-qualify/shortlist any bidder and 
reserves the right to annul the Procurement process at any time without 
incurring any liabilities in accordance with Section 28 of the Public 
Procurement Act 2007. 
 (h) All Documents must be in English Language and signed by the official 
Authorized by the bidder. 

 SIGNED:
 MANAGEMENT

1. INTRODUCTION:

 The Federal University of Petroleum Resources, Effurun (FUPRE), Delta State 
in compliance with the requirements of the Public Procurement Act 2007 and 
other extant government regulations, the university intends to undertake the 
Procurement of Works for the implementation of Year 2026 TETFund Special 
Intervention Project. Competent and experienced Contractors with relevant 
experiences and good track record of prompt delivery of similar projects are 
hereby invited to submit prequalification documents for the projects listed 
below.
 
2 . SCOPE OF PROJECT AND ASSIGNMENT
L ot 1: Construction of Student Residential Hostel 
 
3 . ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 

 Competent and interested companies who have the requisite experience and 
desire to execute the projects are required to submit the following 
documents with verifiable evidence for verification and consideration:
 a. Evidence of certificate of incorporation issued by the Corporate 

Affairs Commission (CAC) including, form CAC 1.1 or CAC 2 and CAC 7;
 b. Certified true copy of the memorandum and articles of association;

 c. Evidence of Company's Income Tax Clearance Certificate for the 
last three (3) years (i.e. years 2023, 2024 and 2025) as at when   
due (such evidence should reflect the value of the projects 
undertaken by the company in the last 3 years);
 d. Current Evidence of Year 2026 Pension Clearance Certificate from 
PENCOM;
 e. Evidence of Year 2026 Compliance Certificate with the provisions 
of Section 6 (1) (3) of the amended Industrial Training Fund (ITF) 
Act No. 19 of 2011.
 f. Sworn affidavit Disclosing whether or not any officer of the Central 
Bank of Nigeria or the Bureau of Public Procurement is a former of 
present Director, shareholder or has any pecuniary interest in the 
bidder and to confirm that all information presented in its bids are true 
and correct in all respects;
 g. Evidence of Registration on the National Database of Federal 
Contractors, Consultants and Service Providers by submission of 
Interim Registration Report (IRR) expiring on 31st December 2026; or 
valid certificate issued by BPP;
 h. Employee's Compensation scheme (ECS) Compliance Certificate 
issued by the Nigeria Social Insurance Trust Fund (NSITF) for year 
2026;
 i. Comprehensive company profile including registered office, 
functional contact/domain email address, GSM phone number(s) with 
details of key manpower resources available including names and 
curriculum Vitae of Key Staff to be deployed for the project, including 
copies of their Academic/Professional qualifications;
 j. Company's Audited Accounts for the last three (3) years 2023, 2024, 
2025 duly stamped by licensed external Auditors
 k. Verifiable documentary evidence of at least (3) similar jobs 
executed in the last five (5) years including Letters of Awards, 
Valuation Certificates, Job Completion Certificates;
 l. Evidence of financial capability to execute the project including 
Reference Letter from a reputable commercial bank in Nigeria, 
indicating willingness to provide credit facility for the execution of the 
project when needed;

 m. Evidence of annual turnover of N800 Million and above for 
capital/infrastructural projects only.

 n. All documents for submission must be transmitted with a Covering/ 
Forwarding letter under the Company/Firm's Letter Head paper 
bearing among others, the Registration Number (RC) as issued by the 
Corporate Affairs Commission (CAC), Contact Address, Telephone 
Number (preferably GSM No.) and e-mail address.
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Cleric cautions against politics of bitterness, 
calls for unity 
Rev. Fr. Peter Uzoezie, the priest 
in charge of St Francis Catholic 
Parish, Enugwu- Ukwu, Anambra, 
has called on politicians to eschew 
politics of bitterness ahead of the 
2027 general elections.

The priest said politics was meant 
to build the society for the common 
good of all citizens irrespective of 
their social status, religious line 
and political alignments and not 
otherwise.

Uzoezie made the call Sunday in 
Enugwu -Ukwu in Njikoka local 
government area of Anambra, 
during a church thanksgiving by 
Mr Emeka Ozumba who lost 
a ticket for the state House of 
Assembly under the All Progressives 
Grand Alliance (APGA).

The priest stated that Ozumba 
contested the state assembly 
primary election under APGA 
and  lost to Mr Chidi Ibemeka, the 
incumbent representing Njikoka 1 
state constituency.

He charged the public not to 

allow themselves to be negatively 
used by politicians who still 
maintain their relationships with 
their opponents after elections.

He said some politicians created 
a false impression of enmity 
between their opponents after 
elections while their supporters 
unknowingly fight each other for 
their sake.

Uzoezie commended Ibeamaka 
for joining Ozumba in his 
thanksgiving after his loss to him 
during APGA’s state assembly 
primary  even uninvited and 
described the conduct as worth 
emulating by other politicians.

“There are no reasons to hold 
bitterness against each other in 
anything in life, note that a seat will 
be taken by one person at a time.

“This is political maturity at play 
and a huge spirit of sportsmanship 
on display. Politicians across the 
country should emulate this 
humility,” Uzoezie said.

He also warned party faithful 

to shun politics of bitterness 
and sounded stern warning that 
the church would not be roped 
into politics of bitterness rather 
he advised the people to be 
politically active by participating 
conscientiously.

 Uzoezie urged the public to 
shun the ideology of one party 
system and warned the politicians 
to unite the nation rather than 
being cancerous to the system but 
act through an open system where 
inclusiveness worked. 

In response, the state lawmaker, 
Ibeamaka said that he heard of 
the thanksgiving of Ozumba after 
losing the primary to him and he 
was touched to come for solidarity.

Ibeamaka said he held Ozumba 
in high esteem and respect 
knowing that he had been in 
politics before him and prayed for 
true unity between them to face the 
main election

 (NAN)

By Patrick Ahanor
Benin City.

The Edo state governor, Monday 
Okpebholo, has has said God is 
using him to rewrite the story 
of the state, insisting that his 
administration’s achievements 
in infrastructure development 
and security are evidence of 
divine guidance and purposeful 
leadership.

The governor stated this  
Sunday while worshipping at 
a church in Benin City, where 
he also disclosed plans by his 

administration to construct 
Peanut Road and Mechanic 
Road to ease persistent traffic 
congestion along the Sapele Road 
corridor.

He said Edo residents can now 
go about their daily activities 
with greater confidence as the 
government has intensified efforts 
to tackle cult-related crimes and 
other security challenges across 
the State.

”Today, we are no longer 
afraid of cultism in Edo

state because our 
administration is working 

tirelessly to bring the menace 
to an end. God is using me to 
change the story of Edo state,” 
he said.

Okpebholo assured residents 
that officials of the Ministry of 
Works would soon carry out 
an assessment of the proposed 
road projects before construction 
begins.

He noted that the roads are 
strategic to improving traffic flow 
in the area and pledged to continue 
investing in infrastructure that 
would improve the quality of life 
of citizens.

God using me to change Edo, says Okpebholo



The presidential candidate of the 
Nigeria Democratic Congress 
(NDC), Peter Obi, has urged 
Nigerians to shun flamboyant 
weddings.

The former governor of Anambra 
state spoke at the David and Goliath 
Conference, convened by Rev. Fr. 
John Oluoma.

Held at the Holy Trinity Event 
Centre, Maitama, Abuja, weekend, 
Obi advised Nigerians to avoid 
spending huge sums of money on 
weddings only to end up falling into 
debt.

His advice falls within the 
politician’s reputation for frugality 
and fiscal discipline, a defining 

hallmark of his political identity.
In a 2022 interview, Obi was 

reputed to have said that he is frugal 
but not stingy.

He also ran his presidential 
campaign under the Labour Party 
on the mantra, “we no de give 
shishi.”

Speaking at the conference, the 
presidential candidate said he has 
been married for over 30 years, yet 
no one can claim to have attended 
his wine-carrying or wedding.

“Because the number was few, in 
each case, there were no more than a 
dozen. I do not see how we can carry 
the money, call people, entertain 
them, and then go home and start 

quarrelling.
“My wife wanted it, but I said, ‘ 

No. We need this money at home. 
That’s what happens today. They go 
and do this wine carrying. Do this 
white wedding and start quarrelling 
because they are now owing for 
drinks,” he said.

Obi said as a trader, a good number 
of people owed him for drinks they 
had used at their weddings.

He also pointed out that spending 
a lot on weddings causes friction in 
the home.

“They will quarrel because the man 
now becomes annoyed over little 
things. What is annoying him is the 
money he spent on wine carrying and 

By John Shiaondo
Makurdi

The Group Managing Director of 
the Benue Investment and Property 
Company (BIPC), Dr Raymond 
Asemakaha, Sunday, urged residents 
of the state to support locally made 
products, saying such patronage is 
vital for economic growth and job 
creation.

Speaking in an interview with 
newsmen during a football watch 
party organised to promote products 

from the Food Basket Brewery, 
Dr Asemakaha said behavioural 
economics encourages citizens to 
consume what they produce in 
order to strengthen local businesses 
and stimulate the economy.

He specifically appealed to 
residents to choose Zeva Beer and 
Oyi Bitters whenever they consume 
alcoholic beverages, adding that the 
brewery also produces malt drinks 
and is making plans to expand into 
carbonated soft drinks for non-
alcohol consumers.

He said the ongoing installation 
of equipment at the brewery would 
significantly boost production 
capacity and help realise the 
economic vision of the governor of 
Benue state, Hyacinth Alia.

Dr Asemakaha added that the 
watch party formed part of the 
company’s market penetration 
strategy aimed at increasing public 
awareness and consumption of its 
products across the state.

He further stated that the 
company plans to commence 

extensive advertising campaigns 
during the forthcoming FIFA 
World Cup, while calling on Benue 
residents to patronise indigenous 
products to enhance internally 
generated revenue and create 
employment opportunities.

Also speaking at the event, the 
Plant Manager of Food Basket 
Brewery, Emmanuel Adoje, and 
the plant machinery installer, Luo, 
described the brewery’s products as 
high-quality beverages produced to 
meet international standards. 

By Oguntade Ismaila
Lagos

The Lagos state police command, 
weekend, dismissed as misleading a 
viral video circulating on social media 
that purportedly shows the recent 
arrest of Fulani men found with arms 
and ammunition in Ikorodu, Lagos 
state.

In a statement issued by the 
command’s spokesperson, SP Adebisi 
Abimbola, the police clarified that the 
footage is an old video of an incident 

that occurred more than three years 
ago and does not reflect the current 
security situation in Ikorodu or any 
other part of the state.

She said the recirculation of the 
outdated clip has the potential to 
create unnecessary panic, fear, and 
apprehension among residents. 
Authorities urged members of the 
public to disregard the video and 
avoid sharing unverified information 
capable of disrupting public peace and 
undermining confidence in security 
efforts.

The police also cautioned social 
media users and content creators 
against the deliberate spread of 
false, unverified, and alarmist 
content, warning that individuals 
found responsible for disseminating 
misinformation could face 
investigation and prosecution under 
existing laws.

Meanwhile, the Commissioner of 
Police, Tijani Fatai, has directed the 
sustained deployment of personnel 
and operational assets to identified 
black spots, strategic locations, and 

entry and exit points across Lagos 
state.

The command noted that 
the security measures are being 
implemented in collaboration with 
other security and safety agencies to 
ensure the continued protection of 
lives and property across the state.

Residents were encouraged to go 
about their lawful activities without 
fear and to remain vigilant by providing 
prompt and credible information on 
suspicious persons, movements, or 
activities within their communities.
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By Muhammad Sadisu Abubakar
Birnin Kebbi

A creed of Kebbi Ulama, weekend, 
converged on the Banquet Hall, 
Presidential Lodge, Birnin Kebbi, 
to glorify God on the attainment of 
three years in office of incumbent 
administration of Dr. Nasir Idris, as 
the executive governor of the state.

The gathering was at the behest 
of the state government to offer 
fervent prayers for victory at the 
polls in the 2027 elections.

The permanent secretary, 
Ministry of Religious Affairs, 
Muhammad A. Bala, said “the 
clerics were summoned to pray for 
the leadership and followership of 
our great nation.”

“The Kebbi state Governor, Nasir 
Idris, is a person of righteousness, 
our government is the government 
of prayers, premised on 
supplication, because prayers serve 
as the foundation of success in all 
human endeavours.

“Today is the 29th May, 2026, 
three years of assuming the mantle 
of leadership by Governor Idris; 
it’s a solemn occasion requiring 
glorification to the Almighty Lord.”

Dr. Nazifi Abubakar Nyass of 
Dariqatul Tijjaniyya pioneered the 
prayer session, beseeching God to 
tame the challenge of insecurity and 
protect the citizenry from further 
harm by bandits and insurgents.

Sheikh Aliyu Ladda Bunza 
of Izala doctrine, commended 
Governor Idris for placing premium 
on religious values as demonstrated 
by the creation of the new Ministry 
of Religious Affairs immediately he 
came to power.

Other Ulama to mount the 
prayer rostrum were Professor 
Muhammad Abubakar Wali, 
Sheikh Na-Taraba Yauri, Sheikh 
Usman Na-ayi Jega, and Asheikh 
Isa Ibrahim Wala, praying to Allah 
to instill more wisdom, increased 
health and protection on President 
Bola Ahmed Tinubu and Governor 
Idris, in steering the affairs of 
government.

They supplicated to God for 
absolute victory in the 2027 general 
elections by the duo for continuity 
in office. In his remark, Governor 
Idris thanked clerics for sustaining 
support to him and the APC 
administration at the federal and 
state levels.

“We are very glad for your 
love and support for us and the 
administration,” the governor said.

Lagos police debunk viral video of 
armed Fulani men arrested in Ikorodu

Obi to Nigerians: Don’t borrow to 
fund weddings, use money for family 

Support local products to grow Benue economy, BIPC tells residents 

2027: Kebbi 
assembles 
100 prayer 
warriors 

From left: Head Media Department Liberian Consulate Lagos, Mr. Kehinde Ogundimu, Honorary Consul of the Republic of Liberia Lagos, Mr. Dapo Akinosun, SAN, Director 
General Nigerian Maritime Administration and Safety Agency (NIMASA), Dr. Dayo Mobereola, Executive Director, Maritime Labour & Cabotage Service, NIMASA, Mr. Jibril 
Abba, and Director Reforms Coordination & Strategic Management/Blue Economy Unit of NIMASA,  Mrs. Nneka Obianyor, during the visit of the Honorary Consul to NIMASA 
headquarters in Lagos.    												                                 Photo: NIMASA

the wedding,” he said.
The presidential hopeful also had 

similar advice regarding birthday 
celebrations, especially for kids.

“You have a child’s one-year or 
two-year celebration. That is not 
school fees. Use that money to pay 
their school fees.

“The same thing with birthday 
parties, celebrate your birthday 
parties alone. If you can’t afford it, 
don’t even bother. Don’t call anybody. 
Go to Mass and go home,” he added.

Obi also touched on the nation’s 
power challenges, comparing it to 
Egypt’s.

He said as of 2016, Egypt 
was generating less than 20,000 
megawatts.

By 2021, the country had expanded 
its power generation capacity to over 
45,000 megawatts.

“As we speak, Egypt exports 
power to Europe because they are 
now producing more they need. It 
is an African country. It is not rocket 
science.

“The contractors that are doing it 
in Egypt, I sat down with them. I 
talked with them. And I asked them, 
you are also working in Nigeria, 
why is it working in Egypt, it’s not 
working in Nigeria. They told me it 
is a Nigerian problem,” he said. 	
		  (Premium Times)



The Borno state government has 
raised the alarm over an outbreak of 
cholera infecting more than 3,000 
people.

So far, the outbreak has claimed 37 
lives across seven local government 
areas of the state in May 2026.

The executive secretary of 
the Borno State Contributory 
Healthcare Management Agency, 
Saleh Abba-Kaza, stated this in a 
public health alarm Saturday in 
Maiduguri.

He urged residents to take urgent 
preventive measures to curb the 
spread of the disease.

He said the outbreak was first 
reported on 1 May and subsequently 
confirmed on 4 May, as cases increased 
across affected communities, adding 
that more than 100 new cases were 
recorded within the last 24 hours, 
while Maiduguri Metropolitan 
Council (MMC) remained the 
epicentre of the outbreak with over 
2,000 reported cases.

“Jere LGA has recorded over 
1,000 cases, while Mafa, Konduga, 
Monguno, Ngala and Magumeri 
LGAs have also been affected,” he 
said.

Abba-Kaza noted that the 
outbreak had spread to 36 wards and 
more than 138 communities, adding 
that the state’s healthcare system was 
under significant pressure due to the 
increasing number of cases.

He attributed the outbreak largely 
to poor water, sanitation and hygiene 
conditions, including contamination 
of pipe-borne water sources and dams, 
as well as the persistence of open 
defecation in some communities.
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By Folarin Kehinde
Abuja

The federal government has 
unveiled plans to create economic 
opportunities for 37,000 women 
and young Nigerians through a 
proposed Women and Youth in 
Livestock Empowerment Initiative 
aimed at boosting participation 
across the livestock value chain, 
particularly in the dairy sector.

Minister of Livestock 
Development, Idi Maiha, stated 
this Saturday in Abuja during 
activities marking the 2026 World 
Milk Day celebration.

Represented by his senior special 
assistant, Prof. Eustace Iyayi, the 
minister said the initiative forms 
part of the government’s broader 
strategy to transform Nigeria’s 
livestock industry while promoting 
inclusive growth and economic 
empowerment.

He said the programme is 
designed to support women 
and youth engaged in dairy 
production, processing, marketing 
and agribusiness through 
targeted interventions that will 
enhance productivity and income 
generation.

Maiha added that the initiative, 
which is currently undergoing 
stakeholder consultations and 
programme design, would provide 
beneficiaries with skills acquisition, 
enterprise support, access to 
finance, technology transfer, 
cooperative strengthening and 
market integration opportunities.

He said: “As we celebrate women 
dairy farmers this year, we recognise 
their critical role in strengthening 
household nutrition, supporting 
rural livelihoods and driving 
agricultural growth. Our goal is to 
build an inclusive dairy industry 
that empowers women and youth 
while contributing to national 
food security and economic 
development.”

The minister noted that the 
establishment of the Federal 
Ministry of Livestock Development 
by President Bola Ahmed Tinubu 
under the Renewed Hope Agenda 
had laid the foundation for 
coordinated reforms aimed at 
unlocking the potential of Nigeria’s 
livestock and dairy industries.

He further stated that the 
ministry had validated the National 
Dairy Policy Implementation 
Framework following a 
stakeholders’ engagement held 
in November 2025, adding that 
the framework would be officially 
unveiled on June 1, 2026.

Maiha said the framework 
provides a roadmap for achieving 
measurable outcomes in the 
dairy sector, while efforts under 
the National Livestock Growth 
Acceleration Strategy (NL-GAS) 
are being intensified to increase 
local milk production and drive 
dairy industrialisation.

Cholera kills 37 in Borno, endangers 3,000 lives 

By Bayo Agboola
Ibadan 

The Oyo state chapter of the All 
Progressives Congress (APC) Sunday 
said Governor Seyi Makinde’s 2027 
presidential ambition is dead on 
arrival over alleged spate of insecurity 
in the state. 

The party in a statement by its state 
publicity secretary, Comrade Olawale 
Sadare, said this was as result of the 
governor’s claim on Saturday at the 
APM presidential primary that he was 
being hindered to provide adequate 
security for the people of Oyo state 
by placement of all security with the 
federal government. 

Faulting Gov Makinde on the 
claim that all security structures in the 
country are placed under the control 
of the federal government at the 
detriment of the states, APC said Gov 
Makinde should resign from office 

immediately and allow his deputy to 
complete the last year of his two-term 
tenure.

“Certainly, Gov Makinde’s 
presidential ambition is dead on arrival 
but our fear is about the amount of 
losses, deprivations and wastefulness 
which the good people of the state 
would be subjected to in the next one 
year under his leadership.

“Oyo state people deserve a team 
player, sincere and humble person as 
their governor and since Makinde has 
failed to demonstrate this in the last 
seven years, he should just apologise 
and quit the stage. 

“The governor reportedly said, 
in his acceptance speech as the 
presidential candidate of the Allied 
Peoples Movement (APM) in Ibadan 
on Saturday, that there is little he 
could do to rescue the school children 
and other people abducted by bandits 
at two remote communities in Oriire 

local government area of the state 
since he has no absolute control over 
all security agencies.

“Seyi Makinde could not find any 
fault in the nation’s constitution as he 
gleefully swore on it twice to protect 
the lives and properties of the people 
of the state. He has been using the 
mightiness of his office to control 
power, resources and people without 
any complaints until now that he is 
faced with a serious challenge.

“Sad enough, he is trying to take 
an advantage of the ugly development 
to whip up political sentiments to 
drive the cause of a mirage which he 
calls presidential ambition in 2027.
With his latest insensitive comments, 
Gov. Makinde has again unveiled the 
hypocrisy in him and it is time he quit 
the office of the governor since he has 
said that he lacked the wherewithal 
to guarantee the security needs of the 
residents of the state,” the party said.

By Alabi Abdul
Kaduna

The commissioner representing 
the North-west in the National 
Assembly Service Commission 
(NASC), Senator Suleiman Othman 
Hunkuyi, has congratulated the 
governor of Kaduna state, Senator 
Uba Sani, on the third anniversary 

of his administration.
He described the last three 

years as a period of transformative 
leadership, visible progress and 
renewed hope for the people of the 
state.

Senator Hunkuyi said Governor 
Sani has demonstrated purposeful 
and people-centred leadership, 
steering Kaduna state towards 

sustainable growth, inclusive 
development, and lasting peace.

Senator Hunkuyi added that 
the administration of Governor 
Sani has translated its vision 
into tangible results through 
investments in infrastructure, 
economic empowerment, social 
welfare, education, healthcare, 
and rural development, positively 

impacting communities across the 
state.

“Uba Sani’s three years have 
redefined Kaduna,” Senator 
Hunkuyi stated, noting that the 
governor has replaced uncertainty 
with confidence and restored 
public trust in government 
through responsive governance and 
impactful policies.

Your presidential ambition dead 
on arrival, Oyo APC tells Makinde

Uba Sani’s 3 years redefined Kaduna, says Sen. Hunkuyi 

Milk Day: FG 
targets 37,000 
women, youth 
in livestock 
empowerment 
scheme 

“With the rainy season already 
underway, waste materials and 
human excreta may be washed into 
residential areas, increasing the risk of 
transmission,” he warned.

He urged residents to chlorinate 
drinking water, maintain proper 
sanitation practices, dispose of waste 
appropriately and ensure regular 
hand-washing with soap, particularly 
before meals and after using the toilet.

The public health expert also called 
for early reporting of symptoms such 
as vomiting and watery diarrhoea 

to the nearest healthcare facility, 
warning against self-medication or 
treatment by unqualified persons.

“Prompt medical attention can 
save lives. Suspected cases should be 
reported immediately, and affected 
persons evacuated to designated 
treatment centres,” he said.

Mr Abba-Kaza said the state 
government was making efforts 
to secure cholera vaccines but 
emphasised that vaccination alone 
could not replace adherence to 
proper water, sanitation and hygiene 

practices.
He commended the Borno State 

Ministry of Health and its partners 
for their response efforts, including 
the World Health Organisation 
(WHO), UNICEF, Médecins Sans 
Frontières (MSF), Save the Children, 
RUWASSA and others.

He called on community leaders, 
development partners and residents 
to intensify awareness campaigns and 
support ongoing interventions to 
contain the outbreak. 

	                 (Premium Times)

Etsu Nupe and Chairman Niger State Council of Traditional Rulers, HRH Yahaya Abubakar, during Sallah Durbar At Wadata Palace in Bida, Niger state, Sunday    		
                   Photo: Govt. House Minna 



By Barnabas Olabisi
Akure

�e Ondo state police command 
has uncovered an alleged interstate 
vehicle fraud syndicate and arrested 
six suspects in connection with 
the illegal sale of three heavy-duty 
vehicles, valued at more than ��71 
million.

�e suspects are:  Adeola 
Kolawole, 56, Alhaji Gani Bello, 
73, Oladoja Akeem, 56, Wasiu 
Adigun, 55, Azeez Yusuf, 49 and 
Ojo Mudasiru, 40,

�ey were all apprehended in 
Ibadan, Oyo state, following a police 
investigation that stretched across 
state boundaries.

Police sources stated that the case 
originated from a complaint by a 
businessman, Mr. Paul Aderemi of 
Ondo town, who alleged that three 
trucks he had purchased in 2025 
had mysteriously disappeared from 
their storage location.

�e vehicles, comprising a low-
loader truck, a tipper truck, and a 
small truck, were reportedly worth 
about �� 71 million.

Investigators said the complainant 
had entrusted the vehicles to one 
of the suspects, Adeola Kolawole, 
under an agreed arrangement. 
Trouble, however, started when the 
owner allegedly discovered that the 
trucks had been sold without his 
knowledge or approval.

Acting on the report, detectives 
attached to the Fagun Division 
launched an intelligence-led 
investigation that led to the arrest of 
the principal suspect.

Police said Kolawole allegedly 
confessed during interrogation 

that he sold the vehicles to another 
suspect, Alhaji Gani Bello, in Ibadan.

�e revelation reportedly opened a 
trail that enabled detectives to track 
down and arrest �ve other suspects 
believed to have participated in the 
transaction.

Sources within the command 
stated that the suspects allegedly 
made statements detailing their 
respective roles in the deal, while 
investigators intensi�ed e�orts 
to recover the missing trucks and 
determine whether other members of 
the syndicate were still at large.
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12

have successfully thwarted a planned 
kidnap operation and neutralised 
a suspected terrorist during a well-
coordinated ambush in Lokoja local 
government area of Kogi state.

�is was contained in a statement 
issued Sunday by the acting assistant 
director, Army Public Relations, 12 
Brigade, Nigerian Army, Lt Hassan 
Abdullahi.

�e statement said the operation 
was carried out on May 30, 2026, 

sequel to a credible intelligence report 
indicating that a group of terrorists was 
planning to launch kidnapping attacks 
within the Jakura II community.

“Acting swiftly on the intelligence, 
the troops deployed to a suspected 
crossing point along the old Obajana–
Tajimi road, where they strategically 
laid an ambush to deny the criminal 
elements freedom of movement.

“Upon making contact, the troops 
engaged the terrorists in a gun duel. At 
the end of the encounter, one of the 

suspects was neutralised, while others 
�ed the scene with suspected gunshot 
wounds.

“Subsequent exploitation of the area 
led to the recovery of one AK-47 ri�e, 
�ve magazines, 70 rounds of 7.62mm 
special ammunition, a bandolier, and 
mobile phones” the statement said.

�e military authorities noted that 
the recovered items further con�rmed 
the group’s involvement in kidnapping 
activities in the area, adding that 
successful operation underscores the 

determination of troops of the 12 
Brigade to sustain o�ensive actions 
against terrorists and other criminal 
elements threatening the security of 
law-abiding citizens.

�e statement added that e�orts are 
ongoing to track down and apprehend 
the �eeing suspects.

“Commander of the 12 Brigade, 
Brigadier General Kasim Umar Sidi, 
commended the troops for their 
vigilance, combat e�ciency and 
dedication to duty,” he stated.

By Oyibo Salihu
Lokoja

Troops of the 12 Brigade under the 
2 Division of the Nigerian Army 

By Helen Oji 
Abuja 

President Bola Ahmed Tinubu, 
weekend, launched 145 tricycle 
ambulances aimed at improving 
emergency healthcare services across the 
country.

�e projects executed across the 
six geo-political zones of the country 
in primary, secondary and tertiary 
healthcare institutions are critical to 
government determination to improving 
the health outcomes of Nigerians.

Speaking virtually on the nationwide 
commissioning, Tinubu reiterated 
his administration’s determination 
to provide, a�ordable, and quality 
healthcare for all, describing the projects 
as a major turning point in Nigeria’s 
healthcare renewal agenda.

“We are determined to give Nigerians 
the kind of care that, for too long, only 
those who could travel abroad enjoyed,” 
the president said.

“From rural Sokoto to the Delta 
creeks and the streets of Lagos, our 
emergency response system must work 
as one national structure,” he said.

He commended the Federal Ministry 
of Health, NEMSAS, the National 
Primary Health Care Development 
Agency, the World Bank, the Gates 
Foundation, eHealth Africa, state 
governments and federal teaching 
hospitals for implementing the projects.

In his address, the Coordinating 
Minister of Health and Social Welfare, 
Prof. Muhammad Ali Pate, said the 
projects represented measurable progress 
towards achieving universal health 
coverage by 2030 under the Nigeria 
Health Sector Renewal Investment 
Initiative.

He said Tinubu’s administration 
strategically focused not only on 
infrastructure expansion but also 
on strengthening prevention, 
immunisation, maternal care and quality 
primary healthcare systems nationwide.

“�e facilities commissioned today 
re�ect a deliberate e�ort to reposition 
Nigeria’s healthcare system for long-term 
service delivery,” Pate rea�rmed.

Also in his welcome address, the 
Minister of State for Health and Social 
Welfare, Dr Iziaq Adekunle Salako, 
said the projects are in line with Mr. 
President’s commitments to treat the 
health of all Nigerians as a matter of 
urgent fundamental right, describing 
the event as another milestone to 
strengthen Nigeria’s health system, 
expand access to lifesaving services, and 
ensure that quality healthcare reaches 
every Nigerian, whether in our urban 
centres, riverine communities or the 
most remote rural parts of the country.

“�is landmark occasion features 
the o�cial launch of the National 
Emergency Medical Service and 
Ambulance System (NEMSAS) assets 
including 145 tricycle ambulances, 
6 boat ambulances, emergency 
communication and dispatch 
equipment to strengthen pre-hospital 
care across the nation,” Salako said.

By Folarin Kehinde
Abuja

Documentary �lmmaker and 
media entrepreneur, Samuel Ojo, 
has challenged Nigerian content 
creators and �lmmakers to abandon 
what he described as a ‘local 
mindset’ and begin measuring their 
work against global standards if 
the country’s creative industry is to 
achieve meaningful international 
relevance.

Ojo, who spoke during a one-
day �lmmaking and content 
creation workshop organised 
by Creativeverse Limited in 
partnership with Holland 
Academy and Aputure in Abuja, 

said Nigerian creatives must move 
beyond celebrating incremental 
local improvements and focus 
on producing content capable of 
competing with the best productions 
from around the world.

He said the Nigerian creative 
industry has made signi�cant 
progress over the years, but the next 
phase of growth requires creators 
to benchmark themselves against 
leading global industries such as 
those in the United States, Canada 
and the United Kingdom.

“I think Nigerian creators need to 
start judging with world standards 
and not local standards. We need to 
start competing internationally. Can 
our movies compete internationally? 

Can the level of our production 
compete internationally?” he asked.

“Of course, people will argue 
that we are better than we used to 
be. Fine, we are better than we used 
to be when we compare ourselves to 
some neighbouring countries. But 
what happens when we compare 
ourselves to the UK, Canada or the 
American �lm industry? We need to 
start thinking globally.”

�e founder of Sam Friend Ojo 
Media noted that one of the major 
challenges slowing the growth of the 
industry is a culture of mediocrity, 
where creators are often satis�ed 
with being slightly above average 
rather than striving for excellence.

“�ere is a thing around 

mediocrity in Nigeria. As long as 
you are just better than average, 
people think you are good enough. 
We need to see beyond that,” he 
said.

Ojo further urged Nigerian 
creatives who have acquired 
international exposure and training 
to contribute towards raising 
industry standards at home rather 
than settling into existing practices.

“Creators who have gone abroad 
and returned need to do better. 
�ey need to set standards. When 
we watch Hollywood productions, 
they should not look impossible to 
achieve. Our productions should 
be able to compete with them,” he 
added.

Tinubu launches 
145 tricycle 
ambulances 
to enhance 
emergency 
medical response 

Nigerian creators must compete globally – Filmmaker

Troops foil kidnap plot, neutralise terrorist in Kogi 

Ondo: Police crack interstate vehicle 
syndicate, arrest 6 over N71m fraud 

Founder Christy Ray Okoye 
Widow Empowerment, Mrs. 
Christy Ray Okoye (left), 
presenting gifts to children 
to celebrate the 2026 
Children's Day at St. Agens 
Catholic Church at Maryland 
Lagos Saturday 
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By Oguntade Ismaila
Lagos

Operatives of the National Drug 
Law Enforcement Agency (NDLEA) 
have uncovered consignments 
of hard drugs concealed in water 
puri�er machines imported from the 
Netherlands, while also intercepting a 
cache of military-grade ammunition 
in Kaduna state as part of ongoing 
nationwide anti-narcotics operations.

�e agency said through the 
director of Media and Advocacy, 
Femi Babafemi, that the illicit 
consignments comprising three 
kilograms of ketamine and 199 grams 
of MDMA, popularly known as 
Ecstasy, were carefully hidden inside 
water puri�er machines shipped from 
Europe. �e drugs were discovered 
and seized at a courier company in 

Lagos on May 26.
In a separate operation in Kaduna 

state, NDLEA operatives arrested 
a couple, Musa Sunday and Mercy 
Sunday, alongside another suspect, 
Salomi Ezekiel, 38, following the 
recovery of 100 jumbo bags of skunk 
weighing 1,246 kilograms from 
their residence in the Gonin Gora 
area on May 24.

By Abdullahi Muhammad
Abuja

�e Minister of the Federal Capital 
Territory (FCT), Nyesom Wike, 
has extended an unexpected olive 
branch to his political opponents 
in Rivers state, declaring a total 
amnesty and proclaiming, “I have 
forgiven everybody.”

Speaking at the Rainbow Coalition 
luncheon for candidates in the 2027 
general elections held Saturday in 
Port Harcourt, the former Rivers 
state governor balanced this major 

political reconciliation move with a 
showcase of administrative triumph, 
announcing an unprecedented 31-
day project commissioning across 
the nation’s capital.

Wike stated that the rapid 
infrastructural development 
unfolding under his watch is a direct 
testament to purposeful leadership, 
throwing down a challenge to critics 
to match the scale of the ongoing 
works.

Pivoting to a surprisingly 

reconciliatory tone regarding the 
intense political friction in his home 
state, the minister o�ered a blanket 
pardon to all political opponents. 
He urged estranged allies and 
adversaries alike to abandon divisive 
tactics and return to a uni�ed fold.

“I use this opportunity today, 
the platform... I have forgiven 
everybody,” Wike stated, adding 
that prolonged political warfare 
serves no constructive purpose.

“I want you to come back home. 

By Alabi Abdul
Kaduna

Kaduna state pilgrims have been 
advised to intensify prayers in 
order to reap the immense bene�ts 
of worshipping in Makkah, even 
though hajj o�cially ended 
Saturday.

A member of the Special Hajj 
Committee, Sheikh Haliru Maraya, 

gave the advice after Zuhur or 
afternoon prayer at the Ibrahim 
Khalil street residence of the 
pilgrims.

A statement issued by the chief 
press secretary to Governor Uba 
Sani, Malam Ibraheem Musa, 
Sunday, recalled that about 1.7 
million pilgrims from around the 
world performed the 2026 hajj.

�e statement noted that 

hajj begins on the 8th and was 
concluded on the 13th day of Dhul 
Hijjah in the Islamic calendar, 
which fell between 25th to 30th 
May in the Gregorian calendar this 
year.

Speaking to the congregation 
after afternoon prayer, Sheikh 
Maraya said that any act of worship in 
Makkah attracts more rewards than 
that which is performed elsewhere.

Sheikh Maraya who is the 
chairman of the 2026 Hajj Preaching 
Committee, acts of worship in the 
city where Prophet Muhammad 
(SAW) was born is rewarded 100,000 
times by Allah (SWT).

�e Islamic cleric warned the 
pilgrims to desist from sinful acts, 
saying  that the mere contemplation 
of such acts are recorded as if the 
sins have been committed.
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… Intercepts military-grade ammunition in Kaduna

... Reveals 31-day FCT projects commissioning
By Adewale Ajayi
Lagos

�e Lagos state government has pledged 
to intensify its advocacy on voluntary 
cleanliness of the environment, saying 
the monthly environmental sanitation 
exercise has come to stay in a bid to 
ensure a cleaner city.

�e state government stated this 
during the second edition of the 
reintroduced monthly environmental 
sanitation which took place across the 
state.

While the wife of the Lagos state 
governor, Dr. Ibijoke Sanwo-Olu, 
participated in the exercise at Alimosho 
local government area, accompanied 
by the state’s Commissioner for 
Environment and Water Resources, 
Tokunbo Wahab, special adviser 
to the  governor on Environment, 
Rotimi Akodu, members of the 
Committee of Wives of Lagos State 
O�cials (COWLSO), and other top 
government functionaries, the state’s 
Head of Service Mr. Bode Agoro 
led top government o�cials in the 
monitoring of the exercise in Apapa 
area of the state.

Speaking in an interview with 
journalists, Commissioner for 
Environment and Water Resources, 
Wahab, lauded the exercise, noting that 
Alimosho is one of the cleanest local 
government areas in the state.

He said, “We observed some local 
governments are very clean and this 
local government seems to be one of 
them. Here we cleaned up some areas. 
What we have to do is to encourage the 
chairman of the local government area 
and his team, the member of the House 
to do much more, more engagement 
with the people with cleaning the 
environment. You can see that they 
have cleaned the environment, they 
also have their own contractors to cart 
away the waste so the chairman is well 
done.

“We also made it clear to Lagosians 
in respect of the holidays and the 
festivities, the commitment to the 
environment is unique. We had our 
Sallah three days ago, yesterday  was 
a big festival for those that know but 
today we must clean our environment 
because  we have a commitment that 
every last Saturday of the month is 
for Lagos Environmental Sanitation  
Day.’’

On the recalcitrance of some 
commercial vehicles on the road and 
residents not coming out to participate 
in the environmental sanitation 
exercise, Wahab said, ‘’In fairness to 
commercial buses, we didn’t  �nd most 
of them on the road, just very few. We 
have already communicated to the 
right people.’’

Wike declares amnesty for 
political adversaries in Rivers 

Pilgrims advised to remain prayerful as hajj winds down 

No going back 
on monthly 
environmental 
sanitation 
– Lagos govt 

NDLEA uncovers illicit drugs hidden 
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Gombe state 
Governor 
Muhammadu 
Inuwa Yahaya (left) 
presenting a gift to 
Emir of Gombe, His 
Royal Highness Alhaji 
Abubakar Shehu 
Abubakar III, during 
the Emir's traditional 
Sallah homage, at 
the Government 
House in Gombe 
Friday 
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�e agency also recorded another 
major breakthrough in the state 
when o�cers on patrol along the 
Abuja-Kaduna Highway at Jere 
intercepted a 30-year-old suspect, 
Sunusi Musa, who was allegedly 
transporting 380 rounds of military-
grade 7.62mm ammunition to 
Katsina state.

NDLEA said the suspect and 
the ammunition had been handed 
over to the appropriate security 
agency for further investigation and 
prosecution.

In Niger state, operatives acting 
on intelligence raided a warehouse 
in Gidan Kukah, Bosso local 
government area, where 457 
kilograms of skunk were recovered 
on May 27. A suspect, Godwin 
Zakka, 46, was subsequently arrested 
at his residence in the Gbeganu area 
of Minna in connection with the 
seizure.

We have played politics, we have 
abused ourselves, this is the right 
time for you to come back,” he 
stated.

�e minister urged opposition 
�gures to swallow their pride and 
reintegrate into the dominant 
political fabric of the state, 
advising them to reach out to other 
stakeholders to rebuild broken 
bridges.

Highlighting his milestones in the 
FCT, Wike revealed that the scale 
of infrastructure slated for showcase 
goes far beyond minor community 
interventions, attributing the 
achievements to the strategic 
backing and vision of the president.

He said the month-long 
commissioning circuit is expected 
to feature major road networks, 
public utilities, and massive urban 
renewal projects designed to reshape 
the capital territory. Brushing 
aside critics, Wike issued a direct 
challenge regarding the quality of 
his administration’s output.

“�is third year of Mr. President 
alone, we are taking 31 days for 
commissioning of projects in Abuja. 
I’m not talking about boreholes. I 
challenge anybody,” he said.

Despite the sweeping o�er of 
peace, the minister did not mince 
words regarding the resilience of 
his political structure back home, 
which he described as an invincible 
“rainbow coalition.”

He explicitly warned external 
actors against attempting to 
destabilise Rivers state under 
the guise of exploiting federal 
allocations distributed to sub-
national governments.

Wike reiterated that anyone 
attempting to trigger a crisis in 
Rivers state would face severe 
backlash.

“Anybody from another state who 
is trying to destroy Rivers state, the 
person will have problems. You put 
your hand, you get �re,” he stated.




